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THE FIRST BOOK PRINTED IN MEXICO. 


[In the November, 1858, number of the His- 
torical Magazine, I furnished an article on the 
first book printed in Mexico. Some facts on 
this interesting subject have recently come to 
light, which I have embodied in the following 
paper. J. R. BJ 

Providence, R, I., December, 1864. 

Much discussion has taken place as to 
the earliest book printed in America. For 
a long time this honor was awarded to the 
“ Doctrina Christiana,” printed in the house 
of Juan Cromberger, in the city of Mexico, 
in the year 1544. There is now strong evi- 
dence for believing that printing was intro- 
duced nine years before that time, and 
positive evidence, by existing books, that a 
press was established in 1541. 

Readers familiar with early books relating 
to Mexico have seen mention of a book 
printed there as early as 1535. The par- 
ticulars are given by Fr. Agustin Davila 
Padilla, in his work entitled ‘ Historia de la 
Fundacion y Discurso de la Provincia de 
Mexico, dela Orden de Predicadores,”’ Mad- 
rid, 1625, folio. At page 542, speaking of 
Fr. Juan de Estrada, he says: “ Estando en 
“casa de novicios hizo una cosa, que por la 
“primera que se hizo en esta tierra bastaba 
“ para darle memoria, cuando el autor no la 
“tuviera como la tiene ganada por haber 
“sido quien fué. El primer libro que en 
“este nuevo mundo se escribio y la primera 
“ cosa en que se ejercité la imprenta en esta 
“tierra, fué obra suya. Débaseles 4 los 
“novicios un libro de 8. Juan Climaco, y 
“como no los hubiese en romance manda- 
“ronle que lo tradujese de latin. Hizolo 
asi con presteza y elegancia, por ser muy 
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“buen latino y romancista, y fué su libro ed 
“ primero que se imprimié por Juan Pablos, 
“primer impresor que 4 esta tierra vino. 
“ Bien se muestra la devocion de Sto. Domin- 
‘go de Mexico en que ‘un hijo suyo haya 
“ sido el primero que en este nuevo mundo 
“imprimiese, y cosa tan devota como la 
“ Kseala espiritual de San Juan Climaco.” 

Being in the house of the novices, he 
did a thing, which, being first done by him 
in this country, was enough to give him 
fame, if he had not otherwise gained it, as 
he has gained it, by being what he was. 
The first book which in this new world was 
written, and the first thing in which the art 
of printing was employed in this land was 
his work. There was usually given to the 
novices a book of St. John Climacus, and 
as it did not exist in our language, [en ro- 
mance] he was ordered to translate it from 
the Latin. He did it with quickness and 
elegance, for he was a good Latin and 
Spanish scholar : and his book was the first 
which was printed by Juan Pablos, the 
first printer who came to this country. It 
shows well the devotion of [the Province 
of ] San Domingo, of Mexico, that one of 
her sons was the first who printed in this 
New World, and that he printed so de- 
vout a work as the “Spiritual Ladder” of 
St. John Climacus. 

The next writer who refers to this early 
production of Climacus is Fr. Alonzo Fer- 
nandez, in his “ Historia Eclesiastica de 
nuestrostiempos.” Toledo, 1611, folio. Speak- 
ing of Fr. Juan de Estrada, (page 122) 
he says: “Este padre imprimio la tra- 
“duecion que hizo de San Juan Climaco, 
“muy provechosa, etc. Este fue el primero 
“libro que se imprimio, en Mexico, y fue 
“aiio de mil y quinientos y treinta y cinco.” 

“This Father printed the translation which 
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he made of St. John Climacus very profit- 
able, ete. This was the first book printed 
in Mexico, and it was in the year 1535.” 

The next authority is found in the ‘“‘Tea- 
tro Eclesiastico de la primitiva Iglesia de 
las Indias Occidentales,”’ by Gil Gon- 
zales Davila, Madrid, 1649, folio, page 
23. He says “En el afio de mil y quinien- 
“tos y treinta y dos el Virey D. Antonio 
“de Mendoza llevo la imprenta 4 Mexico.* 
‘“ El primer impresor fué Juan Pablos: y el 
“ primer libro que se imprimié en el Nuevo 
“ Mundo, fué el que escribié 8. Juan Cli- 
“maco con el titulo de Escala espiritual 
“ para Uegar al cielo, traducido del latin al 
“ castellano, por el V. P. Fr. Juan de la 
“* Magdalena, religioso dominico.” 

“In the year 1532, the Viceroy D. Antonio 
de Mendoza carried printing to Mexico. 
The first printer was Juan Pablos, and the 
first book printed in the New World was 
that written by St. John Climacus entitled 
“Spiritual Ladder to ascend to Heaven.” 
Translated from the Latin into the Castilian 
by the ven. F. Fr. Juan de la Magdelena, 
Dominican Religious.” 

These three writers who refer to the 


‘translations of the Spiritual Ladder,” of | 


Climacus agree except in the date. They 
all state that it was the first book printed 
in Mexico ; and two of them add that Juan 
Pablos was the printer. 


made by Juan de la Magdalena, while Pa- 
dilla and Fernandez say Juan de Estrada 
was the translator. These names refer to 
the same person, ‘ Magdalena, being the 
cloister name of Estrada! The date of 
1582 given by Gonzales Davila is evidently 
wrong. He says Mendoza carried printing 
to Mexico in 1532; whereas it is a well 
known fact that Mendoza was appointed 
viceroy in April 1535, and did not arrive 
in Mexico until the middle of October, of 
the same year. (See Dic. Universal de Hist. 
y de Geog. Tom. V. p. 240, Art. Mendoza. 
Brunet notices the same discrepancy in the 
date of Mendoza’s arrival. He does not 


however refer to the work of Fernandez, | 


1S8ee Davila Padilla, p. 542, also Antonio | 


Bibliotheca Nova, Tom, 1, p. 685. Both in spcak- 
ing of Estrada say, ‘‘Estradg alias Magdalena.”’ 


Davila, the last | 
author mentioned, says the translation was | 
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and says the epoch of the introduction of 
printing in the New World remains to be 
fixed. The true date of Mendoza’s arrival 
in Mexico being 1535, the date corresponds 
with that given by Alonzo Fernandez for 
the introduction of printing, and with the 
time when Estrada made his profession after 
one year’s novitiate, during which time he 
is said to have made his translation. 

It seems that no copy of the Spiritual 
Ladder has ever been seen in recent times, 
and the quoted testimonials are the only 
ones yet found, which refer to it. The dis- 
appearance of this book in more than three 
hundred years after its publication is by no 
means surprising, for a work of its kind, 
which, as Mr. Icazbalceta remarks, being 
intended for the use of the novices, but a 
small number was probably printed. These, 
perhaps, were never circulated outside the 
convent, but used up as school books gener- 
ally are, sooner than any other class. 

D. Joaquin Garcia Leazbalceta, of the city 
of Mexico, has carefully examined the sub- 
ject of Mexican Typography, and published 
the results in an elaborate article in the 
* Diccionario Universal de Historia y de 
Geografia.” Tom. V. Mexico. 1854. 
Folio. Page 961. This learned writer 
gives a list of books printed in Mexico prior 
to 1600, and the places where copies still 
exist. We quote the titles of those printed 
before the year 1544, the date of the “ Doc- 
trina Christiana” hitherto supposed to be 
the first book printed in America.* 

1. “ Manual de Adultos,” of which only the 
last leaves have been saved, bearing the fol- 
lowing termination: “ [mprimiose este Man- 
ual de Adultos en la gran ciudad de Mexico 
par mandado de los Rev. Seiiores Obispos 


| de la Nueva Espafia y 4 sus expensas: en 


casa de Juan Cromberger. Afio del naci- 
miento de nuestro Sefior Jesu Christo de 
mill y quinientos y quarenta. A xiij dias 
del mes de Deziembre.” 4to. Gothic 
Letter.+ 





* For a note on this book and its claim to be- 
ing the first book printed in America, see Rich’s 
Bibliotheca Americana. 


+ We regret that we cannot give the number of 
pages in these several books named, as they are 
not stated in the work from which we quote, 


/ 
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The above description was furnished Se- 
fior Icazbaleeta by D. Francisco Gonzalez 
de Vera, of Madrid. : 

2. “Relacion del espantable terremoto, 
que agora nuevamenta ha acontecido en la 
cibdad de Guatemala: es cosa de grande 
admiracion y de grande ejemplo para que 
todos nos emendemos de nuestros pecados y 
estemos aprescividos para quando Dios fuere 
servido de nos llamar.” At the end “ Fué 
impresa en la gran ciudad de Mexico en casa 
de Juan Cromberger aiio mill y quinientos y 
quarenta y uno.” 4to. 4 leaves. Gothic 
letter. [1541.] 

Description furnished by Don Francisco 
Gonzalez de Vera of Madrid. 


8. “ Doctrina breve muy provechosa de 
las cosas que pertenecen 4 la fe catholica y 
a nuestra cristiandad en estilo llano para 
comun inteligencia. Compuesto per el 
Rev. P. don fray Juan Zumarraga, primer 
obispo de Mexico, del consejo de su magestad. 
Impressa en la misma ciudad de Mexico por 
su mandado y 4 su costa. Aiio de Mdxliij. 
[1543] 4 to. Gothic Letter. 

In the possession of Senor Icazbalceta, of 
Mexico. 


4. “Este es un compendio breve que | 


tracta de la manera de como se han de 
hazer las processiones: compuesto per 
Dionisio Richel cartuxano: que esta en 
latin en la primera parte de sus preciosos 
opusculos : romanzado para comun utilidad.” 

At theend: “Seimprimiéen esta gran ciu- 
dad de Tenuchtitlan Mexico de esta nueva 
Espafia por mandado del muy reverendo 
sefior don Fray Juan Zumarraga: primer 
obispo de la misma ciudad....En casa de 
Juan Cromberger. Ano de M.D.xliiij.” 
[1544] 4 to. Gothic Letter. 

In the possession of Senor Icazbalceta, 
of Mexico. 

5. “ Este es un compendio”’ ete. (the same 
as the previous work). At the end, 
“ Aqui se acaba este breve compendio de 
Dionysio cartuxano: con la adicion de los 
argumentos con sus respuestas, etc., que 
tracta de lo que es mandado y vedado en las 
processiones: en especial en la de Corpus 
Christi, por cuya causa se romanzo. Impresso 
en Mexico per mandado de s. obispo don 








fray Juan Zumarraga: en casa de Juan 
Cromberger 4 to. Gothic Letter. 

In the Library of the Convent de San 
Cosme. An edition, Mr. Icazbalceta says, 
very different and fuller than the one pre- 
viously mentioned. Mr. I. does not give 
the date of this work, but from his placing 
it with the publications of 1544, this very 
careful and reliable author, doubtless, had 
authority in the book itself for so doing. 

6. “ Tripartito del Christianissimo y con- 
solatorio doctor Juan Gerson de doctrina 
Christiana: a cualquiera muy provechosa. 
Traduzido de latin en lengua Castellana 
para el bien de muchos necessario. Im- 
presso en Mexico: en casa de Juan Crom- 
berger. Por mandado y 4 costa del R. 8. 
Obispo de la misma ciudad F. Juan Zuma- 
rraga. Revisto y examinado por sa man- 
dado. Ano de M.D.xliiij.” [1544] 4 to. 
Gothic Letter. 

In the possession of Senor Icazbalceta. 
7. “ Doctrina Christiana para instrucion 
é informacion de los Indios, per manera de 
hystoria. Compuesta per el muy reverendo 
padre fray Pedro de Cordova, de buena 
memoria primero fundador de la orden de 
los Predicadores en los yslas del mar 
Oceano: y por otros religiosos doctos de la 
misma orden.....La qual fue impressa en 
Mexico per mandado del muy R. S. don 
fray Juan Zumarraga primer Obispo desta 
ciudad : del consejo de sa Majestad &c. y a 
sucosta. Ano de M.dxliiij.” [1544.] 

At the end: “Impressa en la grande y 
mas leal ciudad de Mexico: en casa de 
Juan Cromberger: que santa gloria aya 
a costa del dicho sejior obispo.” ete. Acabose 
de imprimir Ano de M.d.xliiij.” [1544] 
4 to. Gothic Letter. 

Copies are-in the possession of Senor 
Icazbalceta, of Mexico, and of Mr. John 
Carter Brown, of Providence, R. I. 

The same doubt which exists as to the 
first printed book, exists also in regard to 
the first printer. In 1540, we find a book, 
the ‘‘ Manual de Adultos,”’ before referred 
to, issued from the press of Juan Cromber- 
ger, in the city of Mexico. This Crom- 
berger was a celebrated printer in Seville. 
Other known works bear his imprint with 
the dates of 1541 and 1544 in Mexico. 
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Before and during these same years, books 
bearing Cromberger’s imprint at Seville 
- appeared, several of them (for example 

the “ eam de Amadis,” 1546, and as early 
as 1541, Sepulveda’s ‘i Dialogo, llamado 
Democrates”’) followed by a remark indica- 
ting that he was deceased, viz: que santa 
gloria haye” and “ difunto que Dios haya.” 
The printing may have been carried on by 
his family after his death, as was often the 
case with eminent printers. The Regla 
Christiana breve, printed in Mexico in 1547, 
has no printer’s name; while the Doctrina 
Christiana enlengua Espanola y Mexicana,” 
= in 1550, bears the name of Juan 

ablos as printer, the same one who is said 
to have printed the Lscala Espiritual, and 
who calls himself the first printer in the 
new world, at the end of a book printed 
by him in Mexico, in 1556, folio, Gothic 
Letter, entitled “ Constitutiones del arzobis- 
pado y provincia de la muy insigne y muy 
leal ciudad de Tenuchtitlan Mexico, de la 
Nueva Espana.” 

Mr. Icazbalceta, in his article before re- 
ferred to, from which we have quoted these 
titles, makes a very happy conjecture by 
which the apparent contradiction seems re- 
moved. He suggests that Juan Pablos may 
have been at Seville in the employ of Crom- 
berger, who was charged by Mendoza with 
the establishment of a printing press in the 
city of Mexico, and who sent Juan Pablos 
over to conduct the business in the name 
and for the benefit of his master. That 
after the death of Cromberger, Pablos be- 
came the owner of the establishment, and 
was in this way, although not the first own- 
er of a printing press, nevertheless entitled 
to the honor of calling himself the first 
printer in Mexico. 

Although we know of no book with a date 

early as that attributed to the work of 
Climacus, it remains for us to note two 
other works of this period which we find 
mentioned. Gil Gonzales Davila, already 
quoted, says on page 7 of his Theatro Ec- 
“ clesiastico, “ El primer Catechismo que se 
“imprimio en Lengua Mexicana, para en- 
“ sefianca de los Indios le escrivio el M. F. 
“ Juan Ramires, Religioso Dominico, en el 
“afio 1537, que despues fué dignissimo 
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“Obispo de la Santa Iglesia de Guatemala.” 

Nicholas Antonio, vol. 1, p. 765, Madrid 
ed., mentions only as written by Juan Ra- 
mirez “ Advertencia sobre el servicio per- 
sonal,” ete., and “ Campo Florido, ejemplos 
para exhortar a la virtud,” ete. Alonzo 
Fernandes, in his Historia Ecclesiastica de 
Nuestros Tiempos. Toledo 1611, folio; 
where he speaks of the Dominicans who had 
written and printed religious books for the 
instruction of the Indians, mentions F. Juan 
Ramirez having written “Un libro copi- 
osissimo de ejemplos para exhortar a toda 
vertud,” ete. Fr: Augustin Davila Padi- 
lla, before cited, mentions only the “ Exem- 
plos para exhortar,”’ ete. 

Antonio de Leon does not mention our au- 
thor; but Don Antonio de Alcedo y Bexara- 
no, in his “ Biblioteca Americana,” 1807, Ms. 
2 vols. folio (copy in the possession of Mr. 
John Carter Brown,) attributes to him the 
following: ‘ Catecismo en lengua Mexicana 
para instruir & los Indios en la Religion 
Christiana,” Mexico, 1594. 4to. 

The actual existence of this catechism of 
Ramirez we find no where shown. Gonza- 
les Davila’s assertion that it was the first 
catechism printed in the Mexican language, 
and the date of 1537 given by the same on 
page 7, does not interfere with his state- 
ment on page 23, as already quoted. We 
have seen that the date of 1532 has to be 
changed to 1535, when, according to his as- 
sertion, printing was introduced into the 
new world. The year given by Alcedo may 
be either a mistake, or it may refer to a 
later edition. 

There is yet another statement about a 
pretended first print of the Mexican press. 
©. Falkenstein, in his “ Geschichte der 
Buch-druckerkunst,”’ Leipzig, 1540, 4to. p. 
329, says that “Girolamo Paolo Lombardo 
of Brescia, had been called by the Viceroy 
Mendoza to Mexico, in order to print the 
‘‘ ordinationes legumque collectiones pro con- 
vento juridico Mexicano,” and that this 
work, a folio, published in 1549, may be 
considered as ‘the first American print. He 
names ‘‘ Gonzales” for authority; and part 
of his quotation answers perfectly to the 
above extract from Gonzales Davila. But 


| we have not found the given title, year and 
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size in the “ Theatroeclesiastico,” nor any 
other reference to such a work. Antonio 


Licenciado Antonio Maldonado was the first 
to undertake a “ Repertorio de las Cedulas, 
provisiones, y ordenangas Reales, for which 
work he was authorized by a royal decree 
issued in the year 1556. It is not known 
that he ever finished it. 


the same plan in his work entitled ‘“ Provis- 


iones, Cedulas, Instrucciones de su Majes- | 


tad,” etc. Mexico; en casa de Pedro 
Ocharte, 1563. Folio. Black letter. This 
book exists, but neither in the royal decree 
ordering the viceroy to have such a collec- 
tion made, nor in the author’s preface is 
found any indication that an earlier work 
of the same character was known at the 
time. 


lections of New Spain. He did not even 
know of the “ Cedulario” of Puga. 


BOOKS OF CHARLES LAMB’S LIBRARY IN | 
| by this familiar process of reading ?”—Ex1a. 


AMERICA. 


The interesting volume of Charles Lamb’s 
hitherto uncollected writings which has just 
been published,+ for which we are indebted 
to the taste and diligence of a gentleman of 
Boston, Mr. J. E. Babson, recalls the sale of 
a portion of Lamb’s library in New York 


some years ago, a notice of which may afford | 
a few valuable additional memoranda of the | 


quaint humorist. Lamb was so peculiar 
and fastidious a lover of books that a list 


of his favorite well-thumbed volumes be- | 


comes no unimportant chapter of his mental 
history. The books alluded to were procured 
from his executor in London by Mr. Charles 
Welford, of the well known bookselling firm 
Bartlett and Welford, and brought by him 
to New York, where they were offered for 
sale early in 1848. They were, of course, 
eagerly sought for by the admirers of “Elia,” 
and were rapidly disposed of. Eighteen lots, 
the remainder of the sixty or more volumes 


brought over, were sold by John Keese at | 


+ Eliana” &c. Hurd and Houghton, New 
York. 
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Antonio de Leon | 
further says, Dr. Vasco de Puga carried out | 





Nicholas Antonio does not furnish | 
any additional light as to the first law col- | 
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his auction room in November of the year 


| just mentioned, producing, as we learn, from 
de Leon, in his “ Epitome” says, that the | 


an article in the Literary World of that 
date, one hundred and twenty-twodollars. A 
volume of the poet Drayton’s Works was 
sold at the auction for twenty-eight dollars. 
Among these books were several with am- 
ple and striking annotations by Coleridge. 
Most of them, we believe, were purchased 
by Mr. George T. Strong of New York. 
An excellent Catalogue Raisonnée of the 
whole collection was prepared by Mr. Wel- 
ford and printed in the Literary World. A 
few copies were struck off on a separate sheet. 


| As it would not now be easy to procure 


one of these, we have thought a reprint of 
the catalogue might be welcomed by many 


| of the readers of the Historical Magazine. 


Catalogue | of | Charles Lamb’s on 
| for sale by | Bartlett & Welford, | Boo 
sellers and Importers, 7 Astor House, New 

York. 

‘And you, my midnight darlings, my folios, 
must I part with the intense delight of having 
you (huge armfuls) in my embrace; must know- 
ledge come to me, if it come at all, by some 
awkward experiment of intuition, and no longer 


During the long illness of Miss Lamb, 
the collection of books that had formed the 


| solace and delight of her brother’s life, met 


with neglect and partial dispersion among 
his friends; at her death the following 


| volumes were selected from the mass as 


worthy of preservation, containing notes, 
&e., by the late possessor, and the remainder 
destroyed—so that no other such opportuni- 
ty can offer to the admirers of C. Lamb, for 
securing a memento of their favorite author. 
The notes, remarks, &c., referred to and 
quoted in inverted commas, in the following 
list, are warranted to be ail in the autograph 
of Lamb (except when otherwise mention- 
ed), and it will be seen that many of his 
most favorite works are there; no attempt 
has been made to re-clothe his “ shivering 
folios ;” they are precisely in the state in 
which he possessed and left them. 
Auli Gellii, Noctes Atticee, 24mo., Amst., 
Elz., 1651. 
“This book was bought at Mr. J. Horne 


Tooke’s sale, and the marginal references are 
from his pen.” —C. Z.’s MS. Note. 
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Art of Living in London (The), A Poem, 
12mo., Lond., 1805. 

With long MS. note on the author, Mr. 
Wm. Cooke. “Goldsmith gave the title to the 
Art and revised it all, from Jacky Taylor,” 
and other notes and remarks MS. 

Bourne (V.), Poemata, Latine, partim red- 
dita, partim scripta, 12mo., Lond., 1750. 

With several Latin poetical extracts, &c., on 
the fly leaves, and an original Latin poem of 
six lines, “‘Swum Cuigue,” signed C. L. printed 
in Talfourd’s Life; ‘‘the only Latin verse I 
have made for forty years.” ‘From thence I 
turned to V. Bourne. What a sweet, unpre- 
tending, pretty mannered, matterful creature. 
Bless him! Latin wasn’t good enough for him. 
Why wasn’t he content with the language 
which Gay and Prior wrote in.” — Letter to 
Southey, 1815. 

Burney (James), Essay on the Game of 
Whist, 12mo., Lond., 1821. 

‘Martin Charles Burney, from the author” 
(the M. B. of Elia). 

Bacon’s (Lord), Works, small 4to., Lond., 
1629. 

«This book contains Advancement of Learn- 
ing (1st edition, 1629), and Essays by Lord 
Bacon.” —MS. Note. 

Cities Great Concern ( The), A Question ‘of 
Hénor and Arms, whether Apprenti- 
ship extinguisheth Gentry, 18mo., Lond., 
1674. 

“This treatise was written by John Philpot, 
Somerset Herald, died 1645,” and MS. copy 
of title page On fly leaf. 

Cleaveland (J.), Poems, Orations, and Epis- 
tles, and others of his Genuine, Incom- 
parable Pieces, 1st edit., 12mo., Lond., 
1662. 

MS. notice of the author from Fuller’s Wor- 
thies. 

Cleaveland (J.), Poems, Orations, and Epis- 
tles, and other of his Genuine, Incompar- 
able Pieces, 12mo., Lond., 1668. 


MS. notes and additional poems, 


Chaucer (Jeffrey), The works of our Ancient 
and Learned English Poet, and Lidgate’s 
Story of Thebes, Speght’s Edition, folio, 
Lond., 1598, Black-Letter, good sound 
copy. 


MS. notes and extracts on the fly leaves. 
“T have not a black-letter book amongst mine, 
old Chaucer excepted’”’—Letter to Ainsworth, 
1823. 
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Cowley (A.), The Works of, complete, folio, 
Lond., 1693. 

Three folio pages of additions and extracts, 
marginal corrections, MS. 

Dunciad (The), Variorum, 8vo., Lond., 
1729. 

“This book contains the Dunciad as at first 
written, with Theobald for hero, and the Art 
of Politics, in imitation of Hor. Art. Poet.” 

Dennis (Mr.), Original Letters, Familiar, 
Moral, and Critical, by, 8vo., Lond., 1726. 


MS. notes and additions. 


Drayton (Michael), The Works of, con- 
taining Poly Olbion, The Barons’ War, 
England’s Heroical Epistles, &c., 1 vol. 
large folio, best Edition, Lond., 1748. 

The blank leaves are literally crowded with 
illustrative extracts from Elizabethan authors 
additional poems, &c., including the whole of 
Skelton’s Philip Sparrow, in C. Lamb’s ‘most 
clerkly” hand writing. 


Euripidis Trageediarum, interp. Lat., 8vo., 
Oxonii, 1821. 
“C. & M. Lamb from H. & F. Cary,” on fly 
leaf, and a few marginal corrections of the 
text in C. Lamb’s hand. 


Edwards (Jonathan), 8vo. 


“Edwards on Free Will, and Priestly on 
Necessity, are bound together in this volume.” 
MS. Note. 

‘Priestly, whom I sin in almost adoring.” 
—Letter to Coleridge, 1797. 


Fulke Greville (Lord Brooke), Certain 
Learned and Elegant Works of, written 
in his Youth, and Familiar Exercise with 
Sir Philip Sidney containing Treatise of 
Humane Learning, of warres, Tragedie 
of Alaham, &c., &c., small fol., Lond., 
1633. 

Long extracts relative to Ld. Brooke, mar- 
ginal corrections, and note on the suppression 
of one of his works, 

«Whether we look into his plays or his most 
passionate love poems, we find all frozen and 
made rigid with intellect.”—Dramatic Speci- 
mens. 


Guardian (7he), vol. 1, 24mo., London, 
1750; vol. 2, 12mo., London, 1734. 


In vol. 1 are the autographs. ‘John Lamb, 
1756,” ‘Charles Lamb,” in a child’s and an 
older hand, This set, of which the first vol- 
ume had belonged to his father, and the second 
was picked up at some stall, was Chas. Lamb’s 
only copy of ‘‘The Guardian.” 
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Hudibras, in three parts, with Annotations. 
12mo., London, 1726. 

On the Title, ‘Mr. John Lamb,” and vari- 
ous marginal corrections, &c., in his son’s 
hand. 

Hymen’s Preludia ; or, Love’s Masterpiece, 
that so much admired Romance of Cleo- 
patra, translated by R. Loveday. Folio, 
London, 1698. 

MS. note on title. 


Johnson's (Ben) Works complete in 1 vol. 
folio. London, 1692. 

The blank leaves, margins, &c., are filled 
with extracts from the old dramatists and 
early English Writers, with additional Poems, 
corrections of the Text, &c., in Charles Lamb’s 
early hand-writing, forming a most curious 
and valuable memento of his favorite studies. 

Lucan’s Pharsalia ; or, the Civil Wars of 
Rome. Englished by Thomas May. With 
continuation to the death of Julius Cesar, 
12mo., London, 1635. 

Bears marks of careful reading, with the 
favorite passages and epithets underscored. 
More (Dr. Henry), Philosophical Poems, 

Platonic Song of the Soul, &c., 12mo., 


Cambridge, 1647. 


Fine copy, gilt edges, with additional Poems 
and few MS. notes and corrections. 


More (Dr. Henry), Collection of the Philo- 
sophical Writings of, folio, London, 1712. 
On fly leaf, ‘“‘Mr. Lamb, 20 Russell street, 
Covent Garden, corner of Bow street ;’’ ‘‘in the 
autumn of this year (1817) he and his sister 
removed to lodgings in Russell street, Covent 
Garden, delightfully situate between the two 
great Theatres.”’—Talfourd’s Life. See Letter 
to Miss Wordsworth, Nov. 21, 1817, in do. 
More (Dr. Henry), Explanation of the 
Grand Mystery of Godliness, folio, Lon- 
don, 1660. 

‘“‘Lamb, Colebrook Cottage, end of Colebrook 
Terrace, left hand,” apparently a direction 
for the delivery of the book, written inside. 

Minor Poets, The Works of, vol. 1, 12mo., 
London, 1749. 

‘*Wentworth, Lord Roscommon, Charles, 
Earl of Dorset, Lord Halifax, Sir Samuel 
Garth.”” MS. note on fly leaf. 

Miscellanies, in one vol. 8vo., containing 
five Tracts. 

“This volume contains Antonio: a Tragedy 


by Wm. Godwin; Remorse: a Tragedy, by S. | 
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T. C.; Antiquity; a Farce, by (Baron) Field,” 
&c,, MS. list of Contents. Outside the cover 
is written, ‘‘The Remainder of Christ’s Hospi- 
tal,—return the volume when done with. C. 
L. for L. Hunt, Esq.” 

Miscellany Letters, Collection of, selected 
out of Mist’s Weekly Journal, 2 vols. 
8vo., Lond., 1722. 

On the cover of vol. 1 is a curious list of 
Lamb’s friends and acquaintances with their 
address as ‘‘ Godwin, 44 GowerPlace ;” Fen- 
wick” (the Bigod of Elia.) ‘Bond street, 
New York, and Niagara, Upper Canada, Tal- 
fourd, Moxon,” &c. 

Newcastle (Margaret Cavendish, Duchess 
of), Works, 1 vol. folio, Lond., 1664. 

“This volume contains, besides Philosophi- 
cal Letters, The Life of the Duke of Newcastle 
by the Duchess.” MS. note. Such a book, 
for instance, as the Life of the Duke of New- 
castle by his Duchess,—no casket is rich 
enough, no casing sufficiently durable to hon- 
or and keep safe such a jewel.”’—EZlia. 

Newcastle (Margaret Cavendish, Duchess 
of), The World’s Olio, written by the 
Thrice noble historian and most excellent 
Princess, the Duchess of Newcastle, folio, 
Lond., 1671. 

Bears marks of careful reading, with many 
Marginal MS. notes, comments, &c., 

Newcastle (Margaret Cavendish, Duchess 
of ), Nature’s Pictures, drawn by Fancies 
Pencil, the Duchess of Newcastle,—her 
Excellency’s Comical Tales in Verse,— 
do. do. in Prose, Lond., folio, 1656. 

MS. marginal notes and corrections. 

Osborne (Francis), The Works of, Memoirs 
of Queen Elizabeth and King James, 
&e., 8vo., Lond., 1689. 

Few MS. references, Xc., 

Old Plays, A Collection of rare old quarto 
Plays ; original editions, by Nat. Lee, 
Shadwell, Settle) Mrs. Behn, Tom Dur- 
fey, Crowne, &c., 11 in No., bound in 1 
vol. 4to. 

MS. list of contents. 


Old Plays, A Collection of rare old quarto 
Plays: original editions, by Wycherley, 
Dryden, Shadwell, &c., with Dryden’s 
Essay on Dramatic Poetry, 12 plays in 1 
vol. 4to. 
~MS. List of contents, 


Old Plays, the Works of, by Vanbrugh, 
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Farquhar, Settle, &c., and curious Tracts 
by A. Marvell, ©. Cotton, Motteux, &c., 
1 vol. 4to. 

15 Tracts, with MS. List of Contents. 

Old Plays, the Works of, contain “ The 
Duchess of Marly,” by John Webster 
— numerous marginal corrections ; no 

oubt the copy used for the Dramatic 
Specimens”). The Rehearsal of the Duke 
of Buckingham, and others by Etheridge, 
Otway, Wycherley, &c., 1 vol. 4to. 

MS. Contents. 

Poetical Tracts, original 4to. Editions, Ma- 
son’s English Garden, 1772, View of 
Covent Garden Theatre, curious plate, 
The Theatres, ditto, 1772. 1 vol. 4to. 

MS. List of Contents, 7 Tracts. 

Poetical Tracts, 1 vol. 8vo. Poems by 
Charles Lloyd, 1795; Lines on the Fast by 
ditto, 1799 ; “Charles Lloyd to Charles :” 
Coleridge’s France; Fears in Solitude, 
&c.; Wordsworth’s Descriptive Sketches, 
&e. All original editions. 


Full of corrections and variations of the 
Text, MS. Contents, &c., by C. L. 


Prior (M.), Miscellaneous Works of, 8vo., 
London, 1740. 
Numerous MS, Additions, Extracts, &c. 


Plays. 1 vol. 8vo. 

“This Book contains Wallenstein, a drama, 
in two parts, translated by S. T. Coleridge, 
from Schiller, Plays by Joanna Baillie.” MS. 
notes. 

Philips (Mrs. Katharine), The Poems of, the 
Matchless Orinda, folio, London, 1678. 

MS. critical note and emendations. &c., 

Relation of the Fearfull Estate of Francis 
Spira. 12mo. 

“This Book was written by one Springer, a 
lawyer.” MS. note. 

Reliquiz Wottoniane. A Collection of Lives, 
Letters, Poems, and Characters (by Sir 
Henry Wotton, Dr. Donne, &c.), edited 
by Izaacke Walton. Best edition. 8vo., 
London, 1672. 

—_— Poems by Wotton, and few notes, 
q . 

Richardson (John), Explanatory, Notes and 
Remarks on Milton’s Paradise Lost. 8vo., 
London, 1734. 


HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 





[Feb., 


MS. Notes and Extracts, on the Fly Leaves. 
Review of the Text of the Twelve Books of 
Milton’s Paradise Lost, in which Dr. Bent- 
ley’s emendations are considered. 8vo., 
London, 1733. 

“By Dr. Zachary Pearce, Bishop of Roches- 
ter.” MS. note. 

Shakspeare’s Poems. Venus and Adonis, 
Tarquin and Lucrece, &c. 12mo., Lon- 
don, 1724. 

With several pages of poetical extracts, 
Poems ascribed to Shakspeare, &c., and fre- 
quent marginal corrections of the Text, refer- 
ences, &c., as The Amorous Epistle of Helen 
to Paris. ‘By Thomas Heywood (not &h.)” 
&e. 

Spectator (The), Vol. 9th and last. 4th 
edition, rare. 12mo., London, 1724. 


“By Wm. Bond, associate with Aaron Hill 
in the Plain Dealer.” MS. note. 


Swift's Works, Vol. 5, 12mo., Dublin, 1759. 


Six pages of Poetical Extracts on the fly 
leaves, margin, &c. 


Suckling (Sir John), Fragmenta Aurea. A 
Collection of the incomparable pieces of, 
8vo., London, 1646. 


MSS. Extracts from Aubrey’s Lives, notes, 
&e. 


Sewel (Wm.), The History of the Rise and 
Progress of the people called Quakers, 
folio, London, 1722. 

MS. references, &c., on fly leaf. ‘Reader, 
if you are not acquainted with it, I would 
recommend to you above all Church Narratives 
to read Sewel’s History of the Quakers.”— 
Elia. 

Tryon ( Thos.), of the Knowledge of a Man’s 
Self. 8vo. 

Curious MS. Account of the Author of this 
singular work. 

Tale of a Tub (The), and Battle of the 
Books. 8vo., London, 1710. 

Few MS. marginal Notes. 

Tracts, Miscellaneous, bound in 1 vol. 8vo. 
The Spleen, by Mr. Matthew Green, 
1737, Dissertation on the Inlets to Hu- 
man Knowledge, 1739, The Uncertainty 
of Physic, 1739, &c. 

MS. List of Contents. 

Tracts, Miscellaneous, 11 curious Tracts. 
The Clouds of Aristophanes, translated 
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by J. White and 10 others, rare, with 
MS. List of Contents. 1 vol. 8vo. 


Tracts, Miscellaneous, 1 thick volume, 12mo, 
Descriptive Catalogue of Pictures, and 
Poetical and Historical Inventions, by 
William Blake. 1809. Lord Rochester’s 
Poems, Lady Winchelsea’s Poems, (. 


Lamb’s Confessions of a Drunkard, with | 


Corrections, &c,, Southey’s Wat Tyler, 
&e. 
12 Tracts, with MS. List of Contents. 


Waller (Mr.), The Second Part of his | 


Poems, containing his alterations of the 
Maid’s Tragedy, &c., 8vo., London, 1690. 
Additional Poems, and Notes in MS. 


BOOKS 


WITH NOTES BY 8S. T. COLERIDGE. 

“Reader, lend thy books, but let it be to 
such a one as 8. T. C., he will return them 
(generally anticipating the time appointed) 
with usury, enriched with annotations tripling 
their value.”’—Ex1a. 

Buncle (John), the Life of. By Thomas 
Amory. 8vo., London. 

With very curious and characteristic intro- 
ductory critical Note by Coleridge, and mar- 
ginal corrections throughout. 

Donne (John), Dean of St. Paul’s, Poems 
by, 12mo., London, 1669. 

The blank leaves and margins full of curi- 
ous and valuable critical and illustrative 
notes, written while reading the Poems, most 
characteristic of Coleridge, including an or- 
iginal Epigrammatic Poem by him, &c., &. At 
the end is—‘I shall die soon, my dear Charles 
Lamb, and then you will not be vexed that | 
have be-scribbled your book. 8S. T. C., 2d 
May, 1811.” 

God’s Revenge against the crying and exe- 
erable sin of Murder. In 30 several 
Tragical Histories. By John Reynolds. 
Folio, cuts, London, 1651. 

With very long and curious critical meta- 
physical notes by Coleridge, characterising the 
book of “honest Murthereo-Maniacal John 
Reynolds,” in another he says, “O what a 
beautiful concordia discordantium is an un- 
thinking good man’s soul. 

History (The) of Philip de Commines, 
Knight, Lord of Argentan. Translated, 
folio, Lond., 1674. 

With interesting MS. notes by Charles Lamb, 
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at the commencement, and ‘‘Memorabilia,” by 
Coleridge at the end, on the free towns and 
republics of the Middle Ages, &c. 

Petvin (Rev. John). Letters concerning the 
Mind, with a Sketch of Universal Arith- 
metic, &e., 8vo., London, 1750. 

Full of the most ourious philosophic and 
abstruse notes and remarks by Coleridge, 


written in pencil, during his perusal of the 
book, and dated Oxford, October 19, 1820. ° 


N. B. The Notes, &ec., by Coleridge men- 
tioned above, are entirely unpublished, and 
were entirely unknown to the Editors of his 
Literary Remains, to which they would 
form an important addition. 


| NORTHAMPTON COUNTY, (PA.), RESOLU- 


TIONS, IN 1774. 


“Agreeable to notice for that purpose, 
given to the freeholders and freemen of 
the county of Northampton, qualified to 
vote for representatives in the legislature, 
a very respectable number of them met at 
the court house in Easton, in the said 
county, on the 21st day of December, An- 
no 1774, when George Taylor, Peter 
Kachline and Henry Hooker, Esquires, 
were nominated judges of the election, for 
a committee of observation and inspection, 
conformable to the eleventh article of the 
Association of the Continental Congress, 


| and recommended by the general assembly 
| of this Province. 


The late county committee approving 
and resigning their authority, received the 
public thanks of the county for their ser- 
vices. 

The election of a new general committee 
of observation for the county was then 
proceeded in, and the following persons 
were duly chosen, viz: Lewis Gordon, 
Peter Kachline, Jacob Arndt, Michael 
Messinger, Melchior Hay, George Taylor, 
John Hays, Jun., John Okely, Anthony 
Larch, Jacob Morry, John Wetzel, An- 
drew Engelman, John Greesemer, Henry 
Kooken, David Deshler, Casper Doll, Jo- 
seph’ Gaston, Philip Droom, Yost Dreis- 
bach, Daniel, Knows, ‘Thomas Everet, 
Michael Ohl, John Hartman, Nicholas 
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Kern, George Gilbert, Abraham Smith, 
Abraham Miller, Nicholas Dupui, Senr., 
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Manuel Gonsales and Abraham Westbrook, | 


being nearly one for each township. 


The committee then chose the following | 


gentlemen as a standing committee of cor- | 


respondence for this county, viz: George 
Taylor, Peter Kachline, Lewis Gordon, 
Jacob Arndt, John Okely, and Henry 
Hooker, Esqrs. 
is Gordon, Ksqr., for their treasurer, and 


Robert Traill for their clerk, they adjourned | 
to Monday the 9th of January next, in | 
order to take into their further. considera- | 


tion such matters as relate to the important 
trust reposed in them. 


At a meeting of the majority of the com- | 


mittee of this county, held at Easton the 


9th day of January, 1775, present Lewis | 
Gordon, Peter Kachline, Jacob Arndt, | 


Henry Hooker, John Okely, Melchior Hay, 
Anthony Larch, Jacob Morry, John Wet- 
zel, Andrew Engelman, John Greesemer, 
David Deshler, Casper Doll, Yost Dries- 
“bach, Daniel Knows, Thomas Everet, Mi- 


chael Ohl, John Hartman, and Abraham | 


Miller— 


The committee then chose the following | 
persons to represent this county in the | 
Provincial convention, to be held at Phila- | 


delphia, on Monday the 23d day of Janu- 
ary instant, in pursuance of a letter now 


laid before them, from the committee of | 


correspondence for the city and liberties 
of Philadelphia, viz: George Taylor, Lewis 
Gordon, Peter Kachline, Jacob Arndt, and 
John Okely, Esquires. 

It is unanimously agreed, that the said 
delegates above chosen, do concur with the 
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the 13th April last, to this committee, 
this meeting was held, and the matter 
recommended in the said letter opened 
with great precision and clearness, which 
made a deep impression on the audience ; 
it was unanimously resolved, that the 


several townships in this county should 
associate and form themselves into com- 


Having also chosen Lew- | 


panies, choose their proper officers, and 
provide for each man one good firelock, 
one pound of powder, four pounds of lead, 
a sufficient quantity, flints, and cartridge 
box; and that a general meeting of the 
whole county committee should be held at 
Kaston, on Monday the 22d instant, at 10 
o’clock in the forenoon, to make report 
thereof to this committee, how far they 
had succeeded in putting the said resolves 
in execution. And it is ordered that the 
clerk write letters to the several committee 
men of the respective townships giving 
them notice of the said resolves, and 


| recommending to them the same mode of 





proceeding accordingly. 

This committee then wrote an answer 
to the above mentioned letter, and sent 
the same by Mr. Towers the next day, a 
copy whereof is filed. 

At a general meeting, as well of the 
committee of correspondence, as of the 


| committee of the respective townships 


within the county of Northampton, held 
at the court house in Easton, Monday the 
22d day of May, Anno 1775— 

It being evident to this committee, that 
the British Ministry are fully determined 


| and bent upon the total extinction and 


other delegates of their sister back coun- | 


ties, viz: Berks, Lancaster, Cumberland, 


vention. 

At a meeting of a majority of the com- 
mittee of correspondence for this county, 
held at Easton, on Saturday the 6th day 


utter destruction of American Liberty, to 
uvert, therefore, as much as possible the 
being reduced to so abject a degree of 


| slavery, it is unanimously resolved, viz: 
York, &c., in all things, at the said con- | 


of May, Anno 1775, present, Lewis Gor- | 


don, Peter Kachline, Jacob Arndt, and 
John Okely, Esquires. 

In consequence of a letter from 
committee of correspondence for the city 


and liberties of Philadelphia, bearing date 


1. That this committee will abide by 
and carry into execution all such measures 
as the continental congress shall in their 
wisdom, from time to time, adopt for the 
preservation of American liberty. 

2. That the association for our mutual 
preservation and security now forming in 


| this county, be earnestly recommended to 


the | 


ull the Freemen therein, and that they 
provide themselves immediately with all 
necessary arms and ammunition, and mus- 











ter as often as possible, to make themselves 
expert in the military art. 


3. That no powder be expended except | 


upon urgent occasions, and that all store- 
keepers be forbidden to sell or dispose of 
any arms or ammunition without the con- 
sent or approbation of one or more of this 
committee. 


4. That whereas some who tho’ willing | 


and desirous to learn the manual exercise, 
are yet unprovided with arms, &c., it is there- 
fore resolved, that the standing committee 
shall apply to the Justices’ Grand Jury and 
board of commissioners 
deficiencies. 

5. That these resolves be published in 
the English and German newspapers. 

Upon motion, the following question was 
put and carried unanimously, viz: whether 
such township or any part of them, who 
shall refuse to agree to the general associa- 
tion of this county, shall not be considered 
as enemies to the country, and all dealings 
and commerce whatsoever be forborn with 
them, unless they do agree to act in con- 
cert with this county in general, by the 
20th day of June next—to which time 
this committee adjourned. 


to supply such | 
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Easton, October 2d, 1775, the several | 


townships in this county, made return this 

day of the several persons hereunder named, 

as their respective committee men : 
Easton—Lewis Gordon; Williams Town- 


Sillyman; Bethlehem— Henry 
Lower Saucon —Christopher Wagner and 


John Beil; Upper Saucon —Jacob Morry; | 


Salisburry— David Deshler and Peter 
Rhoads; Whitehall—John Greesemer ; 
Maccougie—John Wetzel; Upper Milford 
—Andrew Engelman; 


Weisenburgh — | 





Daniel Knows; Lowhill—John Hartman; | 


Lynn— Thomas Everet; Heidelbergh — 
John Hansacker; Towamensing— John 
Solt ; Penn — George Gilbert; Allentown- 
ship—Neigal Gray; Lehigh— Peter An- 
thony; Moor— William Beck; Plainfield 
—Jacob Hubler; Mount Bethel — Ben- 
jamin Depue; Chestnuthill — Godfrey 
Greenwych ; Hamilton — Robert Levers; 
Lower Smithfield — Nicholas Depue; Del- 


aware — Jacobus Vangardas; 
Smithfield — James Vanoken. 

The said committee then made choice of 
the following persons as a committee of cor- 
respondence, viz: Lewis Gordon, Christo- 
pher Wagner, Jacob Morry, Thomas Silly- 
man, and Henry Lawall, and resolved, that 
any three of them may do business. 

At a meeting of a majority of the com- 
mittee, and a majority of the several offi- 
cers within this county, held at Easton, 
the 3d day of October, Anno 1775, the 
county was divided into Districts or Batta- 
lions as follows: — Easton, Williamstown, 
Lower Saucon, Forks, Bethlehem, Plain- 
field, and Capt. Nealson’s company from 
Mount Bethel— First Battalion — Peter 
Kachline, Colonel. 

Upper Saucon, Upper Milford, Maccou- 
gie, Salisbury, Whitehall, Lowhill, Heidel- 
berg, Weisenburgh, Lynn and Penn. Se- 
cond Battalion, Henry Geiger, Colonel. 

Allentownship, Leheigh, Moor, Towam- 
ensing and Chestnuthill. Third Battalion, 
Yost Dreisbach, Colonel. 

The two uppermost Companies from 
Mount Bethel, Hamilton, Lower Smithfield, 
Delaware, and Upper Smithfield. Fourth 
Battalion, Jacob Strowd, Colonel. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Cor- 
respondence, held at Easton the Ist day of 
March, 1776, present Lewis Gordon, 
Chairman; Christopher Wagner, Jacob 


| Morry, Thomas Sillyman and Henry Law- 
ship— Abraham Arndt; Forks— Thomas | all, 
Lawall; | 


(The transactions at this meeting are not 
recorded ). 

Account of money borrowed out of the 
County stock to be repaid by the Continen- 
tal Congress. 

1775. 
June 22. An order was drawn by Mr. 
Gordon in favor of Capt. 
Miller, recruiting officer, 
towards raising half a £& s. d. 
Company of riflemen..... 30 0 0 
7. An order was drawn by 
Mr. Gordon in favor of 
Mr. Thomas Craig for 
the purpose aforesaid.... 30 0 0 
An order was drawn by 
the Committee of Corres- 


te 


“ wo. 
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pondence im favor of 
Captain Miller for the 
purpose aforesaid..........45 0 0 
July 7. An order was drawn in 
favor of Mr. Abraham 
Miller, by Mr. Gordon, 
for the purpese afore- 
said 30 
10. An order was drawn by 
Mr. Gordon in favor of 
Mr. Abraham Miller for 
the above purpose 
14. An order was drawn by 
Mr. Gordon in favor of 
Mr. Abraham Miller for 
the purpose aforesaid... 30 0 0 
15. An order was drawn by 
Mr. Gordon in fayor of 
Mr. Abraham Miller for 
the purpose aforesaid.... 25 0 0 
21. An order was drawn by 
Mr. Gordon in favor of 
Mr. Abraham Miller for 
the purpose aforesaid.... 25 0 0 
25. An order was drawn by 
Mr. Gerdon in favor of 
Mr. Abraham Miller for 
the purpose aforesaid.... 50 0 0 
Ata meeting of the General Committee 
of the County of Northampton, held at 
Easton the 30th day of May, Anno 1776, 
present the following members being newly 
elected : for 
Easton, Abraham Berlin ; Williamstown, 
Joseph Richards; Forks, Cornelius Wey- 
gandt; Bethlehem, Jonas Hartzel and 
George Beck ; Lower Saucon, Jesse Jones 
and Adam Kubert ; Upper Saucon, George 
Blank and Jacob Morry; Salisbury, David 
Deshler and John Gerhart; Whitehall, 
John Greesemer and Peter Kahler; Mac- 
cougie, John Wetzel, George Breirig and 
John Fogle; Upper Milford, Andrew En- 


gelman, and Frederick Limbach; Weisen- | 


burgh, Daniel Knows; Lowhill, Abraham 
Kuerr, and George Knadler ; Lynn, Thos. 


Everet, George Harmany and Anthony | 


Opp; Heidelbergh, John Hantsacker and 
William Kern; Towamensing, John Solt ; 
Penn, George Gilbert ; 
Neigal Gray, Arthur Lattemore and Peter 
Beisel;. Lehigh, Peter Anthony; Moor, 


Allentownship, 
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William Beck; Plainfield, Robt. Matthias ; 
Mount Bethel, Benjamin Dupie; Chest+ 
nuthill, Godfrey Greensway; Hamilton, 
Robert Levers ; Lower Smithfield, Nicholas 
Dupui; Delaware, James Vangarden ; Up- 
per Smithfield, James Vanoken. 

On motion, Robert Levers was appointed 
and seated in the chair. The Committee 
was informed that they had been called to- 
gether in consequence of a letter from the 
Committee of Inspection and Observation 
of the City and Liberties of Philadelphia 
dated the 21st May instant, delivered the 
26th instant to Lewis Gordon, Chairman, 
at present indisposed, by Mr. Frederick 
Kuhl and Mr. Christopher Ludwig, two of 
the members of the said Committee of In- 
spection. Moved that the said letter be 
read, and it was read accordingly. Moved, 
that the Resolve of Congress of the 15th 
instant be read, with the proceedings at the 
State House at Philadelphia the 20th in- 
stant, which were read accordingly. 

Moved, That the Protest of divers of the 
inhabitants of this Province in behalf of 
themselves and others lately presented to 
the Honorable House of Assembly be read, 
and the same was read accordingly. 

Moved, That the address and remon- 
strance of divers of the inhabitants of the 
City and Liberties of Philadelphia lately 
presented to the Assembly against the 
above Protest be read, which was read ac- 
cordingly. 

After having maturely considered the 
letter and papers above mentioned it was 
moved and Resolved, unanimously, a num- 
ber of the Committee be nominated to meet 
Deputies from all the other Committees in 
the several counties in this province at 
Philadelphia, on Tuesday, the 18th day of 
June next, in order to agree upon and 
direct the mode of electing members for a 
Provincial Convention and to determine 
upon the number of which the said Con- 
vention shall be composed, to be held at 
such time and place as the said Conference 
of Committees may appoint for the express 
purpose of forming and establishing a new 
Government under the authority of the 
People only, for the preservation of inter- 
nal peace, virtue, and good order as well as 
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for the defence of their Lives, Liberties and 
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On motion, it was resolved that half a 


Properties according to the express declara- | company of riflemen be raised in this 


tion of the honorable the Continental Con- 
gress preceding and immediately connected 
with the recommendation mentioned in 
their said Resolve. 

On motion, resolved. unanimously, that 
six members of the Committee be nominated 
for the above purpose. 

On motion Resolved, that Robert Levers, 
John Wetzel, Nicholas Dupui, Neigal Gray, 
David Deshler and Benjamin Dupui, be a 
Committee appointed in behalf of this 
county to meet at Philadelphia on Tuesday 
the 18th of June next, the above-mention- 
ed Conference of Committee for the express 
purpose aforesaid. 

Upon complaint of Michael Ohl a letter 
was wrote to the Committee man of Heidel- 
bergh township requesting him to apply to 
the member of said township and represent 
the injustice they do Mr. Ohl in withhold- 
ing from him £18, which he, when Com- 


mittee had advanced for the honor and | 
| held at Easton the 29th day of June, Anno 


credit of that township respecting the rais- 
ing two riflemen, towards completing a 
Company, and at the same time directing 
him to acquaint the said inhabitants that 


it is the opinion of this Board, they ought | 


immediately to satisfy Mr. Ohl in his said 
just demand. 

The following members were appointed 
as a standing or Corresponding Committee, 


viz.: Lewis Gordon, Robert Levers, Jesse | 


Jones, Abraham Berlin, Jonas Hartzel, 
Cornelius Weygandt, and Robert Matthias. 
At the said meeting held 22nd May, 
1775, John Hays, jr., is appointed commit- 
tee man for Allen Township, George Gil- 
bert, of Penn Township, is appointed com- 
mittee man for said Township in the room 
of William Thomas, who refuses to serve. 

At a meeting of a majority of the gene- 
ral committee of the county of Northamp- 
ton, held at the Court House in Easton, on 
the 20th day of June, Anno, 1775. 

A letter was presented and read from the 
delegates of this Province, now sitting in 
Congress, requesting that this county would 
immediately raise half a company of rifle- 
men in order to go to Boston to the assis- 
tance of our brethren there. 








county accordingly. 

Mr. Abraham Miller was chosen and ap- 
pointed recruiting officer for the purpose 
aforesaid, with captain’s pay from this day. 
Mr. Miller was asked by the committee, 
whether he would go upon actual service as 
a captain, if chosen by the company, he an- 
swered he would. 

Jacob Miller and George Kribel, of 
Upper Milford township are appointed 
Committee men to assist Andrew Engel- 
man, present committee man of said town- 
ship. 

William Beck is appointed as assistant 
committeeman to Philip Droom for Moor 
township. 

Burghart Moser, of Lynn township, is 
appointed committee man to assist Thomas 
Everet, present committee man for said 
township. 

. Ata meeting of a majority of the Com- 
mittee of Correspondence for the county 


1775, present George Taylor, Peter Kach- 
line, Jacob Arndt and Henry Kooken, Esqs. 
Resolved, That circular letters be sent to 
the several committee men of the respec- 
tive townships desiring them to send out of 
every township two expert riflemen with 
their rifles, to enter into the company of 
riflemen now raising in this county. 

The Committee appoint Mr. William 
Kromer as first lieutenant of the said com- 
pany of riflemen; Mr. Charles Craig as 
second lieutenant and Mr. Samuel Craig as 
third lieutenant. 

An order was drawn in favor of Mr. 
Abraham Miller, recruiting officer, for £45 
towards raising the abovesaid company. 

An order was drawn in favor of Robert 
Traill, Clerk to the Committee, for £3, in 
part of his wages, which money being al- 
lowed in another account by the Continen- 
tal Congress, was returned by the said 
Robert to Harman Shnyder the County 
Treasurer. 

At a meeting of the said Committee the 
30th June, 1775, a letter was delivered by 
Mr. Thomas Craig from the Delegates of 
this Provinee now sitting in Congress, ac- 
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quainting this Committee that the Congress 
had thought proper that two additional 
Companies of riflemen should be raised in 
this Province ; hoping that a full company 
will now be levied in this county, and re- 
commending the said Mr. Craig as Captain 
of the said Company—also was delivered a 
letter from James Allen and James Biddle, 
Esqrs., to this Committee recommending the 
said Mr. Craig as a proper person to com- 
mand the said Company. 

The Committee taking into consideration 
the said letters—Resolved, That if Mr. 
Abraham Miller do resign his being Captain 
of the said Company of riflemen, that Mr. 
Thomas Craig be appointed in his room. 

At a meeting of a majority of the Com- 
mittee of correspondence for this county 
held at Easton the 15th July Anno 1775, 
present George Taylor, Lewis Gordon, Peter 
Kachline, John Okely and Henry Kooken, 
Esqrs. 

It being represented to the Committee 
that several of the soldiers who have en- 
listed in the Company of riflemen now rais- 
ing in this county are not supplied with 
rifles, and by a calculation made this day 
it appears that nineteen rifles are yet wanted 
for the use of said Company— Resolved, 
that the Captain of the said Company is 
hereby empowered to purchase nineteen 
good rifles, the price of each not to exceed 
five pounds, together with 19 pouches and 
powder horns to complete his Company, and 
that he shall give receipts and orders upon 
this Committee for the same within the said 
limits, which receipts and orders shall be 
discharged by this Committee. 

Resolved, That the several townships 
within this county, who have not yet con- 
tributed their proportion of Men and Arms, 


&e., shall be earnestly requested by this | 
Committee to make up and supply their re- | 


spective deficiencies in money in order to 
purchase the above rifles, in proportion to 
such townships as have already performed 
the same. 

Resolved, that the Captain of the said 
Company shall be accountable to this Com- 


ered into his charge, or the value of them, 
when required by this Committee; and it 





is recommended to him to retain and deduct 
out of the pay of the soldiers, in the first 
place, the full value of such rifles, except- 
ing such rifles as shall be generously given 
by any of the townships. 

At a meeting of the majority of the Com- 
mittee of correspondence for this county 
held at Easton the 20th day of July, 1775, 
present Peter Kachline, Jacob Arndt, John 
Okeley and Henry Kooken, Esqrs. 

A letter was presented and read from 
James Wilson, Esqr., one of the delegates 


| for this Province, desiring that a list of of- 


ficers names chosen by the Committee and 
Company of riflemen now raised here, 
should be transmitted to the delegates: 

Whereupon the Committee called the 
said Company together, who made choice 
of the following gentlemen to be their offi- 
cers, and who are approved of by this Com- 
mittee, viz. 

Captain— Abraham Miller, 71 votes. 
1st Lieutenant — Charles Craig, 66 do 
2d Lieutenant — William Kromer 66 do 
3d Lieutenant—Samuel Craig, 72 do 
At a meeting of the Committee of corres- 

pondence held at Easton the 28th day of 
August Anno 1775, present Lewis Gordon, 
Peter Kachline, Jacob Arndt, John Okeley 
and Henry Kooken, Esqrs. 

Resolved, That it be publicly advertised 
to the inhabitants of each township by their 
respective Committee man, that when they 
meet on the 27th day of September next to 
chuse Inspectors for the annual election, 
they at the same time do chuse a respect- 
able person in their township to serve as a 
township committee man, as both the pre- 
sent Committees will soon after be dissolved. 
And 

Resolved, That it be farther recom- 
mended that the persons so as above chosen 
do meet on the 2d day of October following 
at Easton and then and there proceed in 
the choice of fit and well qualified persons 


| to serve as a standing and Corresponding 


Committee. 
And lastly, It is required and earnestly 


| requested that the Captains and other offi- 
mittee for all the rifles that shall be deliv- | 


cers Of the several townships do also at the 
day und place aforesaid meet together in 


| order to divide the county into districts, to 
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form the associated Companies. into Bat- 
talions, and to chuse their field officers. 
Ata meeting of the Standing Committee, 
held at Easton the 6th day of June, 1776, 
present Lewis Gordon, Chairman ; Abra- 
ham Berlin, Jesse Jones, Jonas Hartzell, 
Cornelius Weygandt and Robert Matthias. 
) Plaintiff complains that 
the Defendant hath re- 
ported that the Plain- 
tiff being a Captain in 
the Association of this 
county did take his 
> Association Book with 
| the list of subscribers 


Michael Pobst, 


thereunto, and produc- 
ing the same in Phila- 
delphia, had received a 
gratification of 20s. for 
every of the subscribers 
therein. 

Upon hearing the evidence of Colonel 
Geiger and David Deshler it does appear 
that the Defendant did speak and utter 
words to that import. Therefore resolved 
by the Committee that he the said Michael 
Ohl be reprimanded by the Chairman for 
his low design in spreading false reports 


Michael Ohl. 


tending to the disunion of the Associators | 


and others in this county. And he was re- 
proved accordingly, and was moreover cau- 
tioned to avoid such inflammatory speeches 
for the future. 

The following return was made from the 


respective townships in this eounty of the | 
number of subscribers to the general Asso- | 


ciation, and the names of the officers 

chosen : 

Easton, 87—Capt. Peter Kachline, Lieuts. 
Abraham Labar, Matt. Miller; Ens. Jacob 
Grotz, jr. 

Forks, 126—Capt. Jacob Arndt, Lieuts. 
Geo. Stacher, John Shnyder; Ens. Peter 
Odenwelder, sen. 

Williamstown, 104—Capts. Melchior Hay, 
Peter Taylor ; Lieuts. Philip Mixel, Jos. 
Brigs; Ens. Jacob Reich, H. Hess. 

Allen, 120—Capt. Niegal Gray; Lieut. 
John Sickfret; Ens. Conrad Kryder. 

Bethlehem, 130—Capts. Christn Nowman, 
Ulrich Sleppy; Lieut. Geo. Snable; Ens. 
Melchior Smith, 





Lower Saucon, 142—Capt. Geo. Hiibner ; 
Lieuts. Jesse Jones, Jacob Ludwig; Ens. 
Peter Seigne. 

Upper Saucon, 105—Capt. Henry Allise ; 
Lieut. Geo. Kern; Ens. Nicholas Klein. 

Macongie, 120—Capt. Peter Traxler ; Lieut. 
Henry Fulkey; Ens. Geo. Breinich. 

Upper Milford,64—Capt. Christ’n Fisher ; 
Lieut. Philip Walter; Ens. Wm. Shaffer. 

Whitehall, 100—Capt. Peter Burkhalter ; 
Lieut. Philip Knappenberger; Ens. Jas. 
Moritz. 

Salisbury, 100—Capt. Nicholas Fox ; Lieut. 
H. Hagenburgh; Ens. Joseph Bachman. 

Plainfield, 88—Capt. Casper Doll; Lieuts. 
H. Engel, H. Young; Ens. Abrm. Sorber, 
Chr. Heine. 

Mount Bethel, 224—Capts. John Nielson, 
Elisha Barton ; Lieuts. 8. Rea, Joseph 
Mack ; Ens. Joseph Martin, Hu. Gaston. 

Moor, 106—Captain Adam Bruckhauser ; 
Lieut. Timothy Reed; Ens. Paul Flick. 

Lehigh, 70—Capt. Yost Dreisbach ; Lieut. 
Enoch Beer ; Ens. Jo. Dreisbach, jr. 


| Weisenburgh, 32—Capt. Michael Pabst ; 


Lieut. Phillip Beninghoff; Kns. 
Haut. 

Lynn, 70—Capt. Matthias Propst ; Lieuts. 
John Stane, Matthew Delong; Ens. 
Henry Riker. 

Heidelbergh, 100—Captain Michael Ohl ; 
Lieut. Jacob Geiger; Ens. Frederick 
Slych. 

Lowhill, 35—Capt. Michael Teiber ; Lieut. 
Jacob Homer; Ens. Henry Krakalow. 
Towamensing, 50—Capt. Nicholas Kern; 
Lieut. Jacob Wagner; Ens. Bernhart 

Bowman. 

Penn, 25—Capt. Richard Dodson; Lieut. De- 
walt Kuntz; Ens. John Custard. 

Chesnuthill, 82—Capt. Abraham Smith; 
Lieut. John Sigley ; Ens. Nicholas Kap- 
pell. 

Hamilton, 50—Captain Abraham Miller ; 
Lieut. Michael Raup ; Ens. Henry Lewis. 

Lower Smithfield, 127—Captains Jacob 
Stroud, Tim. Jayne; Lieuts. Samuel 
Drake, Danl. Shoemaker; Ens. Jo. 
Bush, Wm. Clark. 

Delaware, 47—Capt. Jno. Vanetten ; Lieut. 
David Vanoken ; Ens. Cornelius Decker. 

Upper Smithfield, 53—Capt. Jno. Van- 
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sickel; Lieuts, Nathaniel Washburn, 

Levi Meed; Ens. Jas. Wells, jr. 

Evidence against Joseph Rornich of Mac- 
ongie, Jacob Bear—says that he, Peter 
Haas and Jacob Stephen were chosen and 
appointed by the inhabitants of Macongie 
township, collectors to receive and take the 
fire arms from the non associators and other 
disaffected persons in the said township; 
that when they came the first time to the 
house of the said Joseph Rornich for the 
purpose aforesaid, the said Joseph said that 
he would not deliver up his arms, that they 
the collectors had no right; and that they 
were thieves, and robbers, and not Chris- 
tians ;—that the said collectors went a se- 
cond time to the house of the said Joseph 
for the purpose aforesaid, and in a calm and 
discreet manner demanded his arms, who 
replied that he had arms but would not de- 
liver them up—whereupon they made 
search and found only one gun, which be- 
longed to John Cline, who is a lodger with 
the said Joseph. 


Evidence of John Haas, 
who says that last Satur- 
day week, when the com- 
pany were under arms 

v8 exercising in Marcougie 

township he heard John 

Dankle of said township 

in a conversation say 

words to this effect — 


John Wetzel, 


John Dankle. 


That John Wetzel being a Committee 
man in the year 1775, and in that capacity 
had raised one rifleman and rifle in order 
to join Capt. Miller’s Company then in the 
Continental seryice; had not only collected 
the money out of the said township in order 
to defray the said expense, byt had also re- 
ceived payment for the same from the hands 
of the Congress—thereupon ordered that 
John Dankle ask pardon of Mr. Wetzel in 
the presence of this Committee, and also that 
he acknowledge in the presence of the Com- 
pany of that district that the aforesaid words 
are false and groundless— He accordingly 
asked pardon in the presence of this Com- 
mittee and promised to perform the other 
injunction. 
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Joseph Rornich spoke to the same pur- 
pose against Mr. Wetzel as to his receiving 
twice for the rifleman and rifle. 

Resolved, That Capt Trexler of Macougie 
township with a sufficient party of his asso- 
ciators bring Joseph Rornich and John 
Rornich before the Committee to be held at 
Easton, the 13th instant at one o’clock in 
the afternoon to answer such matters and 
things as shall be objected against them; 
they the said Joseph and John having been 
legally summoned to appear here this day, 
paid no regard thereunto and refused abso- 
lutely to attend. 

At a meeting of the Standing Committee 
held at Easton the 13th day of June, 1776, 
present Lewis Gordon, Chairman, Abraham 
Berlin, Jonas Hartzel, Cornelius Weygandt, 
Jesse Jones and Robert Matthias. 

Evidence against Michael Ohl for utter- 
ing disrespectful language against the Hon- 
orable Congress and Assembly. 

Jacob Grenewalt says that in January 
last, he the said Jacob and a certain Martin 
Buchman came to Northampton Town on 
their way from Easton—that they put up 


| at the house of Nicholas Fox there—that 


after they had been there sometime Michael 
Ohl came into the said house, that in a con- 
versation with the said Michael he the said 
Jacob said he expected to get an association 
Book in Easton, but could not get any — 


| that the said Michael replied he had one, 


and that any body might have it that would, 
for he was sure that nobody would sign it, 
and that he would spit in such a book —that 
the effect of said discourse was that the in- 
habitants of Weisenburg township would 
not sign the said book, and that he the said 
Jacob being then a township Assessor did 
not go round to take a list of the said inhab- 
itants, until he had received a letter from 
the Commissioners for that purpose, and 
that he did not hear the said Michael say 
anything of the Congress. 


Among the London book announcements 
appears “ The History of the present Amer- 
ican War, from the Commencement to the 
Conclusion of the Campaign of 1863, by 
Lieutenant-Colonel Fletcher, of the Fusileer 
Guards,” 





1865.] 


Hates mn Queries 


NOTES. 

Governors of Louisiana, under the l’'rench 
Dominion.—1699. Le Moine d’Iberville 
made the first settlement in Louisiana, at the 
Bay of Biloxi. Sauvolle was put in command 


of the fort builtthere, and acted as governor | 


until his death, which occurred on the 22nd, 
of July, 1701. 
Canada and brother to Iberville. 


1701. Upon the death of Sauvolle, 


Bienville became governor and served in | 


that capacity until the 17th of May, 1713. 
Le Moine de Bienville was also Iberville’s 
brother, and born in Canada. 

1713. La Mothe Cadillac governed the 
province until the 9th of March, 1717. 
Lamothe was born on the banks of the Ga- 
ronne, in the Province of Gascony, in 
France. 

1717. To Lamothe Cadillac succeeded 
L’Espinay, who exercised the powers of his 
office until the 9th of March, 1718. 

1718. Bienville, for the second time, 
was intrusted with the government of the 
colony. He was recalled in the beginning 
of the year 1724. It was during his second 
administration that New Orleaps was found- 
ed. Boisbriant, Bienville’s cousin, was ap- 
pointed governor ad interim. 

1727. During the fall of this year, Pe- 
rier, a lieutenant « of the King’s ships, arriv- 
ed at New Orleans, and assumed the gov- 
ernment. 

1733. Bienville returned to Louisiana, 
after an absence of eight years. 

1743. Pierre Rigaut, Marquis of Vau- 
dreuil, succeeded to Bienville on the 10th 
of May. 

1753. Kerleree was the successor of the 
Marquis of Vaudreuil. He was installed 
as governor on the 9th of February. 

1763. On the 29th of June, d’Abba- 
die, the new governor, landed at New Or- 
leans. He died in the province on the 4th 
of February, 1765. 

1765. Aubry became d’Abbadie’s suc- 
cessor and remained in office until the 10th 
of August, 1769. A. T, 
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Ex.@ overnor Henry Jehanie, of Louis- 
| iana, abiographical sketch of whom appear- 
| ed in the October No. of this Magazine, 
| died on Sunday, the 31st of July, 1864, 
and not on the 4th of August of the pre- 
vious year. 

He was born in Tennessee, and not in 
Virginia, on the 14th of Sept. 1783. 

A. T. 


ADDITIONAL NOTE ON THE HIsTORY OF 
| SLAVERY IN MAssacuuseEtts. — (Vol. vii, 
| pp, 342, 362, vol. viii, pp. 21, 169, 193.)— 
Since the publication of our last article in 
the Historical Magazine, vol viii, pp. 193 
—200., containing Chief Justice Sewall’s 
Tract, “The Selling of Joseph,” it has been 
again reprinted, this time by the Massa- 
chusetts Historical Society, from an origi- 
nal presented.to its Library by the Hon. 
Robert C. Winthrop. Proceedings M. H. S. 
| 1863-64. pp. 161-165. And, what is of 
much more importance in this connection, 
a copy of Saffin’s tract in reply has been 
discovered. It isa small quarto, entitled 
“A Brief and Candid Answer to a 
late | Printed Sheet entituled | Tue Seit- 


| ing oF JOSEPH | whereunto is annexed, | 


a True and Particular Narrative by way of 
vindication of the | Author’s Dealing with 
and Prosecution of his Negro Man Servant 
| for his vile and exhorbitant Behaviour 
towards his Master and his | Tenant Thom- 
as Shepard; which hath been wrongfully 
represented | to their Prejudice and De- 
famation. | by JoHN Sarin, Esqr. | Bos- 
ton: Printed in the year 1701.” 

The original is now in the possession of 
GEORGE BRINLEY, Esq., of Hartford, Con- 
necticut, and will soon be reprinted. 

E. Y. E, 


THANKSGIVING IN New ENGLAND 
1687.—In the appendix to the third vol- 
ume of the Colonial Records of Connecticut, 
edited by Mr. Trumbull, at pp. 392, 393, 
are letters from Sir Edmund Andros and 
Secretary West to John Allyn, one of the 
Couneil, in which mention is made of the 
appointment of a day of thanksgiving to be 
| observed throughout the dominion of New 
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England. The following is one of the 
orders for this thanksgiving, copied literally 
from an ancient document before me, on the 
other side of which is written the will of 
John Kenner of Haddam, (to which it doubt- 
less owes its preservation,) dated Jan. 3, 
168%, and witnessed by Rev. John James, 
minister of that town. It is probably a 
stray from the Probate office in Hartford, 
and came into my hands a few years since 
with a number of ancient deeds, inventories 
and other papers. 

Hartford, Jan., 1865. C. J. H. 

Att a councill held att ye councill chaber 
in boston on Sat. ye 19. “. of Nov. 1687— 
pres'— His xcell. S' Edm. Andros Kn! &c. 
God having béé infinitly [gracipus] & mci 
ful to y* gov'nm' &e—order’d y' thursday: 
1st da of Dec nxt nsuin b solemnly & pub- 
licly kept & obs. in al towns & pl. wein yr 
hs Maj. territory & dominid of N. E. asa 
day of pr. & thanksgiv. to G. aluighty y for 
hs majesties healo (whd y ld g preserve to 
reign ov [us] & h* many royal favours be- 
stow’d on us h subj. here, & for all othr 
blessings & mcies of healt. plenty &c in oes 
pls & hibly to implore ye contin. y' of. 
And 6 y' da al p'séd [are to] dsist frd al 


man’ of servil workes or labour of we" al | 


minist's & o' officers in y' respectiv plr. ace 
to give notice & conform yms. thereunto 
accordingly. 
By order in counsil &c. 
Jno. West Secr. 


Smatt Fry.—This term is used to de- 
note something low or insignificant; equiv- 
olent to that other term, small potatoes, for 
a definition of which see Mr. Bartlett’s Dic- 
tionary of Americanisms. Whence is it 
derived? The fishermen at the mouth of 
Eden, in Cumberland, Eng., call the fishes 


in the second year of their existence /ree, | 


or frie. The pronunciation of frie would 
be fry with some Englishmen, and a small 
fish of that denomination might be called a 
small fry. I reckon the term has its origin 


in something connected with fish, perhaps | 


with the cooking of them. It has escaped 
Mr. Bartlett, although a very common ex- 
pression. 

[Fry in the sense of smadl fish is un- 
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doubtedly purely English, and Webster 
quotes Milton as authority for its use.] 

InscRIBED STONE FOUND ON DAUPHIN 
IsLaANnD.— During the progress of throwing 
up works on Dauphin Island, the Confede- 
rate Soldiers found in the ground a stone 
with this inscription partly effaced. ‘Le 21 
Avril 1700, le sieur de Bienville, 4 la téte 
de 150 de ses compagnons, debarqua sur 
cette terre, et aprés en avoir pris possession 
au nom du roi de France, l’appela pour I’av- 
enir Ile Dauphin, en l’honneur de Mgr. 
le Grand Dauphin, protecteur de son entre- 
prise.” “On the 21st of April, 1700, the 
‘Seur de Bienville, at the head of 150 of his 
companions, landed on this ground, and after 
having taken possession in the name of the 
King of France, called it for the time to 
come, Dauphin Island, in honor of the Great 
Dauphin, the protector of his enterprise.” 

This stone is said to have been set in the 
side of a pyramid raised by Bienville and 
destroyed in 1765. 


A curtovs Tombstone IN TRINITY 
CHuRcH YARD New York.—Has any one 
observed a very curious tombstone in the 
north-west section of Trinity Church yard, 
N. Y., erected over Dan’L Row es, carpen- 
ter, belonging tothe Company of Artificers, 
by the HonoRABLE BoaRD OF ORDNANCE. 


| It is remarkable for the sculpture upon the 


sand stone, viz.: three perfect representations, 
in bas relief, one under the other, of as many 
pieces of artillery, unlimbered, of that era. 
The stone bears the date of 1777. 

Tivout, January 7, 1865. ANcHOR. 


QUERIES. 


Earty Faiture oF Wueat Crops IN 
Massacuusetts.—Lodwick in his account 
of New York in 1692, says: Boston .was 
formerly famous for excellent Wheat, where- 
as now y* whole Massachusetts colony can 
scarce produce One hundred bushells and 
peas y® same ; it grows up as fair as any can 


| do, and when it begins to ear, black spots 


abt ye middle of ye stalk, which hinders ye 
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sap ascending, y* ear withers and produces 
nothing but chaff.” 

Can any of the readers of the H. M. tell 
when this first began in Massachusetts or 
to what extent it really prevailed? 


REPLIES. 


Tue “Joun Henry Pror.”—(Vol. viii 
p, 374, ix. p. 35).—The best account of this 
affair will be found in Sullivan’s Familiar 
Letters on Public Characters. Mr. Madi- 
son’s Administration was as effectually 
“sold” in this matter as the British Par- 
liament were, two centuries ago, by the fa- 
mous Titus Oates plot. Henry was an Irish 
adventurer, who had tried unsuccessfully 
to get money or an office from Governor 
Craig of Canada, in return for sundry let- 
ters he had written to him from Boston, 
two or three years previous to the War of 
1812. These Letters in which he gave the 
views and characters of leading men there, 
on the Embargo and other restrictive meas- 
ures that preceded the war, really amount- 
ed to nothing, and implicated nobody. Dis- 
appointed in getting money from the Gov- 


ernor of Canada, Henry went to Washing- | 


ton, and persuaded President Madison to give 
him $50,000 from the “Secret Service 
Fund,” for a copy of the correspondence, 
with which he immediately decamped, and 
sailed for Europe. 
that he received the money before he dis- 
closed the documents. Mr. Madison, to 
make the most of his bargain sent the Cor- 
respondence to congress, with a special, (or 
rather specious) message. The British 
minister at Washington promptly disavow- 
ed all knowledge of, the subject. The cor- 
respondence was communicated to Congress 
just before the election of Governor in 
Massachusetts in 1812, and savored of an 
electioneering trick to help the prospects 
of the President’s friend, Gerry, who was 
one of the candidates, but it did not effect 
such object. It increased the animosity of 
both parties for a while, but was soon for- 
gotten. J. B.R. 


Negro SLAveRY IN New ENGLAND, 


It was said at the time 





Vou. vii, p. 400.—Your correspondent 
“q” is respectfully referred to the English 
Abridgment of the Plantation Laws, 1704, 
p: 10. Whence I quote the following: 

‘‘ BonD-MEN.—“ No man shall buy or sell 


| any Slaves, nor no person shall be subject to 


Slavery, Villenage or Captivity unless such 
as are Lawfully taken in the Wars, and such 
to have Christian usage, and such Liberties 
as was allowed to Bond-men by the Laws 
of Moses, A. 1644. 

“This shall not extend to exempt any 
from servitude, who shall be adjudged 
thereto by Authority.” 

Though this is a miserably imperfect 
statement, founded on the original laws them- 
selves, we will venture to ask him whether — 
it sustains his statement that slavery is not 
noticed in the New England Laws contained 
in that volume. In the copy of that work 


| now before me, and another which I have 


examined in the Library of the New York 
Historical Society, I find on p. 10, the fol- 
lowing title,etc., and ungrammatical abridg- 
ment of the originals,—but furnishing a suf- 
ficient‘ notice ” that slavery appeared at that 
time in the statute-books of New England. 
New-HAmPsHIRE. 


~ 


Societies and their Proceedings. 


NEW YORK. 


REUNION OF THE AMERICAN ETHNOLOGICAL AND 
THE Lona Istanp Histroricat Societies. —Brook- 
lyn, Dec, 14th—The American Ethnological So- 
ciety, New York, by invitation, held their regular 
meeting at the rooms of the Long Island Histor- 
ical Society, in Court street. Buckingham Smith, 
Esq. presided; Judge Greenwood, in the unavoid- 
able absence of the President, representing the 
Historical Society. 

The Secretary of the Ethnological Sodiety 
rose and expressed his regret that so few of the 
Society were present. That was thefitst meeting 
ever held by the Ethnological Society out of the 
City of New York since its foundation in 1842, 
and the occasion afforded a welcome opportunity 
to witness the results of the liberality of their 
sister city of Brooklyn. The speaker then al- 
luded to the extensive library, and the collec- 
tions obtained by the Historical Society during 
the year and ahalf of their existence. The same 
society had also adopted a system of visitation to 
the various towns of the island, for the purpose 
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of infusing their own spirit around them. Turn- 
ing to his own Society, he said that they had 
published two large volumes a few years ago, 
which had been well received abroad ; but noth- 
ing had been published since, They possessed 
valuable collections which had not yet been 
made public, for the reason that no mode ‘of 
raising a considerable fund had presented itself 
tothem. The Secretary concluded with a well- 
merited tribute to the merits of H. R. School- 
craft, one of the founders of the Ethnological 
Society, who died recently in Washington. 

Judge Greenwood expressed a few compliment- 
ary remarks and a welcome to the visitors, and 
then called upon the Librarian of the Historical 
Society for a sketch of its history. 

The Librarian gave a short account of the 
Historical Society. He said that it now had 
500 members, and the number was rapidly in- 
creasing. There was asympathetic public which 
responded liberally to their claims. The country 
at large was much indebted to the researches 
and stores of knowledge accumulated by mem- 
bers of the Ethnological Society. The study of 
the races of mankind, and all that pertains to 
them, was certainly one of the most noble stu- 
dies which the human mind could enter upon. 
He concluded by expressing a cordial welcome 
to the members of the Society who were present. 

The regular transactions of the Ethnological 
Society were then entered on. Prof. Rau read 
a paper on the ‘Artificial Shell deposits of New 
Jersey.” It evinced considerable research, and 
was listened to with deep attention bythe au- 
dience. Specimens of arrow heads and other 
curiosities discovered in these depots were ex- 
hibited. Many of them were discovered at Key- 
port, N. J. 

Another paper was read by Dr. W. H. Thomp- 
sun, an accomplished scholar, and deeply 
versed in the languages and customs ofthe East, 
entitled, ‘‘What remains to be discovered in the 
East.””’ The paper showed how imperfect had 
been the investigation of the region lying be- 
tween the headof the Mediterranean and the 
Persian Gulf, and the conclusion was drawn that 
much light could be thrown upon the history of 
the earliest races of men by a thorough invest- 
igation of the said country. 

Rey. 
marks expressed the pleasure he had experienced 
in listening to the papers which had been read, 


and joined in the welcome given to their friends | 


from New York. 

After ashort address by Rev. Dr, Joshua Leavitt, 
the Secretary of the Ethnological Society, spoke 
of the importance of diffusing a knowledge of 


facts of real interest by means of periodicals or | 


in some cheap form where it could be reached 
by the masses, He thought this point was well 
worthy the attention of some enterprising pub- 
lisher. ‘The bulky volumes ofthe transactions 





Dr. Farley, in the course of a few re- | 





of the Ethnological Society, which had been pub- 
lished, could only be obtained by the few. 

Buckingham Smith, Esqr. on behalf of the Eth- 
nological Society, thanked the Long Island His- 
torical Society for the courtesy which had been 
extendedtothem. The meeting then adjourned 
and those present distributed themselves through 
the pleasant suite of rooms, engaging in 
social converse, and in the examination of the 
numerous relics, trophies, etc,—among which 
the small but very excellent collection of Indian 
relics attracted the marked attention and com- 
ment of the savans present. 


New York Hisroricat Socrety.—New York, 
Dec. 7, 1864.—Frederic de Peyster, Esq., the 
President, took the chair, and after the usual 
formal proceedings, the Librarian, George H. 
Moore, Esq., announced various contributions 
to the collections of the Society, and in view of 
the season called attention to a collection of an- 
cient Dutch Santa Claus toys on exhibition in 
the Library. He also brought to the notice of 
the Society the following report of the First 
Celebration of the Festival of St. Nicholas by the 
New York Historical Society, Dec. 6th, 1810. 

The New York Historical Society having, in 
compliment to the original settlers of this State, 
selected the Festival of St. Nicholas, usually 
pronounced Sancte Claus, the tutelar Saint of the 
Dutch, for their Anniversary discourse and din- 
ner, they accordingly, on Thursday, the 6th 
inst., assembled at 1 o’clock, in the North 
Court Room, in the City Hall, when an excel- 
lent occasional discourse, replete with learning 
and instruction, was delivered by Hugh Wil- 
liamson, Esq., a member, for which he received 
the thanks of the Society, with the request of a 
copy for publication. At 4 P, M, the Society 
re-assembled at the Washington Hotel (Kent’s, 
42 Broad street), where a table was most sump- 


; tuously spread for them by Kent in his best man- 


ner, both as to choice wines and delicate viands. 
The dining-hall was decorated with an emblem 
of the banner, of the once renowned Dutch Repub- 
lic, which whil’ome, proudly waved o’er the 
walls of Fort Amsterdam. After dinner, amidst 
hilarity, jocularity, jocundity, and to crown all, 
fraternity, the following toasts were drank: 

1. Sanore Ciavs, goed heylig man! 

2. The President and Congress. 

8. The Governor and Legislature of the State. 

4, The Judiciary of our Land—‘: Tho’ the 
TTeavens should rush down let the stern will of 


| Justice be done.” 


5. WASHINGTON—a new epithet required to 


denote his elevation above the level of the Great. 
6. Our reverend clergy—‘ Adorning their 

Doctrines.” 

7. The Matrons of our Country —*s May their 

sons prove mor than their fathers ;’’ may 

their daughters be as fair as their mothers. 


wise 
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8. To be conquered a blessing ; or the auspi- 
cious Transition of New Netherland from a 
Dutch to an English Colony—Her children a 
proud portion of States, Free, Sovereign and 
Independent. 

9. Old Netherland; our primval parent, 
“United by Subjugation to the domains of Jm- 
perial France’’—Our tears for her sad Fate! 


10. Cotumsus or Genoa—The pillars of Her- | 


? 


cules no ‘ne plus ultra to Him.’ 

11. Hupson—his name must last ‘as long as 
water runs.” 

12. Sruyvesant—the last Dutch Governor of 
New Netherland—the true Soldier, ‘‘ never to 
give up without some fighting.” (1) 

13. Governor FLetTcHER—the great swift arrow 
speeding his flight from the Mort in New York, 
to the help of his Allies on the Mohawk. (?) 

14. The Remembrance of Joris 
Rapelje; the Patriarch of New Netherland—his 
daughter Sarah the First white native of it— 
her Birth 9th June, 1625. A blessing, like to 
that promised to the Patriarch, the Father of the 
Faithful, accomplishing in his seed. (*) 

15. Kittran Van ReEnssEvAkER, the original 
Patroon of the Colonie of Rensselaerwyck—His- 
tory bears him record, ‘‘as a most zealous pro- 
moter and hearty Friend of New Netherland, 
always, to his death’’—Superlative Zeal and 
Heart for the Public, Superlative character. (+) 

16, The Forefathers of New England—endur- 
ing Pilgrims, learned Scribes, dauntless Soldiers. 

17. The grateful Recollection of the Justice 
and Humanity of Bartholomew De Las Casas of 
Spain. 

VOLUNTEERS. 
By the President, Egbert Benson, Esq. 

Our River—the Shatemuck of the Mohegans; 
the River of the Mountains of the Spaniards ; the 
North River of the Dutch; the Hudson of the 
English—The course of our Lives, ever straight 
like its Long-reach, never tortuous like its crook- 
ed-elbow. (5) 

By the 2d Vice-President, De Witt Clinton, Esq. 

The Orator of the Day, our fellow-member, 
Hugh Williamson. 

By Sylvanus Miller, Esq., a Member. 

The Descendants of our first Settlers—May 
they possess the Hnterprize of the Yankies; the 
Nationality of the Scots; but above all the In- 
tegrity and Industry of the Ancient Dutch. 

NOTES. 

1 «The Dutch Governor was a good Soldier, 
and had lost a leg in the service of the States; 
and would willingly have made a defence; and 
he refused to ratify the Articles of Capitulation, 
favorable as they were to the inhabitants, till 
two days after they were signed by the Com. 
missioners.” —Smith’s History of New York. 

2 « Fletcher’s extraordinary dispatch up to 
Albany, upon the first news of this descent (of 
the French), gained the esteem both of the Pub- 
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| lic and our Indian Allies. The express reached 
New York on the 12th of February, at 100’clock 
in the night, and in less than two days he em- 
barked with three hundred volunteers. The 
river, which was heretofore very uncommon at 
that season, was open. He landed at Albany 
and arrived at Schenectady the 17th of the 
month, which is about one hundred and sixty 
miles from New York; but he was still too late 
to be of any other use than to strengthen the 
ancient alliance. The Indians, in commenda- 
tion of his activity on the occasion, gave him 
the name of Cayenguirago, or the Great Swift 
Arrow.” —Jbid. 

3 Family Register, as to the timeof her birth, 
and as to her being the first white native, a 
| tradition in the family received from the late 
| Johannes Van Alstyne, of this city, who mar- 
ried her descendant, and, if living, would now 
(1810) have exceeded the age of 100 years. 

4 The Lord Killiaen was a most zealous pro- 
moter and hearty friend of New Netherland, al- 
ways, to his death.— Vanderdonk. 

5 The Long-reach, the name of the Reach in 
the River from the Highlands to the Turn in it, 
about four miles above Poughkeepsie, still re- 
taining its original Dutch name, the Crom, or 
Crooked Elbow. 

On announcing the first Toast, a Print, ad- 
mirably executed by Doctor Anderson, for the 
occasion, was distributed to each member of the 
Society, and the gentlemen who favoured them 
with their company. The picture exhibits a 
striking likeness, no doubt, of St. Nicno.as, 
A. D. 848; holding in one hand a Purse of 
money and in the other a Birchen Rod. In the 
back ground is a Bee-hive, denoting Industry, 
and at his side a true fat Dutch Pug Dog, the 
emblem of Fidelity. On the left of this Goed 
Heylig Man! is a faithful representation of a 
warm, old fashioned Dutch Fire-side on Sancte 
Claus morning. A brilliant copper Tea kettle, 
a capacious Tea pot, a plate heaped with Waffles, 
and a Gridiron replenished with broiling sausa- 
ges, present a pleasing prospect of the simpli- 
city and comfort of the days of yore. The very 
Andirons are in genuine Dutch taste. Two 
Mynheers smoking their pipes at poor, pensive 
puss in the corner. On either side of the fire 
place hang the Annual Blue Yarn Stockings, 
One, replete with Toys, Oranges, Sugar plums 
and Oley cooks, the reward of filial respect and 
duty ; the other containing, alas! nothing but a 
Birchen Rod to castigate the refractory and 
disobedient. Over the mantle piece is suspend- 
ed an emblematic picture of the Goop and Bap 
Child. The smiling countenance of the dutiful 
daughter, whose little lap o’erflows with all 
that delights and renders the golden age happy, 
is strongly contrasted by the rueful visage of 
the crabbed urchin doomed to wear the ominous 
Rod in his waist coat button-hole, on his at- 
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tendance at School, an awful warning to his fel- 
low pupils! 


The foregoing account of the celebration of | 


the Festival of St. Nicholas was prepared by 
Joun Printarp, at that time the Librarian of the 
Society. Among New-Yorkers, especially of 
the genuine Knickerbocker stamp—his name 
néeds neither ornament nor addition, least of 
all, at the hands of his unworthy successor. 

The engravings for the print referred to were 
executed by Doctor ALEXANDER ANDERSON of 
this city, at the request of Mr. Pinrarp; and 
it is with peculiar pleasure that, after the lapse 
of more than half a century, I am able, at this 
time, to present the sheet in fac-simile—the en- 
gravings having been reproduced for me during 
the past week by the same venerable artist, now 
in the ninetieth year of his age. 

To enhance the interest and value of this 
memorial of the past, I have added portraits of 
Mr. Pintarp and Doctor ANnpeERsON, both re- 
cently engraved on wood by the latter. 

Grorce H. Moors, 
Librarian, etc. 


Festiva or St. NicHotas: 
New Yors, DecemsBer 6, 1864. 


This Report, prepared at the time by John 
Pintard, Librarian of the Society, Mr. Moore 
had reprinted in antique style, with a fac-simile 
of the print alludedto. Thereport was headed by 
portraits of Mr. Pintard and of Dr. Anderson, 
both engraved by the latter. 

The President then introduced the guest of 
the evening, Professor Goldwin Smith, who was 
warmly welcomed and delivered an extempore 
address on the University of Oxford. The 
speaker gave many details of the University; of 
the nineteen colleges and five halls which com- 
pose the University, and of their government ; 
and of the duties and positions of the professors, 
fellows, students, &c. The speaker also gave a 
sketch of the early history of each college, in- 
terspersing his account with comments on the 
condition of society, and the state of learning, 
politics and religion, at the era of the different 
foundations; in conclusion referring to the 
questions which have agitated the University 
during late years, and to the influence exerted 
by the institution upon the public mind of Eng- 
land. He expressed a hope that he might have 
an opportunity of repaying American students 
in Oxford the kindness shown him during his 
stay in this country. 


At the close of the address, on motion of the 








Rev. Dr. Adams, a vote of thanks to the speaker | 


was adopted, when the meeting adjourned. 


MAGAZINE. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


Massacuusetts’ Historica Sooirty.—Zos- 
ton, Nov. 8.—The stated monthly meeting, of this 
Society was held on Thursday, Nov. 8th, at the 
rooms on Fremont street, Boston, the President, 
the Hon. Robert C. Winthrop, in the chair. 
After the formal business of the Society had 
been transacted, the President announced in 
the following terms the death of the two dis- 
tinguished corresponding members: 


After the new volume of Proceedings, which 
has been laid on our table this morning, had 
gone through the Press, and while our faithful 
Secretary, to whose diligence we owe it, was in 
the act of preparing the roll of living members 
to be prefixed to’ it, he was called on to strike 
from that roll two names upon which we may be 
pardoned for- dwelling for a very few moments 
this morning. One of them is the name of Ben- 
jamin Silliman, of New Haven, Connecticut ; the 
other, that of Charles Christian Rafn, of Copen- 
hagen, Denmark. : 


By the death of Professor Silliman, we are 
reminded of the fact that the Natural History, 
as well as the Civil and Political History, of New 
England and of our Country at large was origin- 
ally included in the objects of our Association. 
Elected in September, 1808, his name has been 
on our rolls for more than fifty-six years, and 
for many years past it has stood at the very head 
of our Honorary and Corresponding members. 
He undoubtedly owed his election to the distinc- 
tion which he had already acquired as a pioneer 
in the cause of chemical Science ; and from that 
time to this his life has been mainly devoted to 
the pursuits of Chemistry and Geology. Our 
brethren of the Academy of Arts and Sciences, 
and of other kindred Institutions, will not fail 
to do full justice to his memory in these rela- 
tions. But we cannot allow his name to disap- 
pear from our own rolls without a passing tribute 
to his virtues and accomplishments. Few men 
have enjoyed a more enviable reputation for pu- 
rity of life, for amiability of disposition, and for 
devoted interest and effort in advancing the 
cause of Science in our Country. He has left an 
imperishable monument of himself in the Peri- 
odical which has so long been associated with 
his name. The Journal established by him in 
1818, of which he was the sole Editor for twen- 
ty years, and the Senior Associate Editor for 
eight years more, has long been recognized at 
home and abroad as the Chief Repository of 
American Physical Science. He may thus be 
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regarded as having been, in some sort, the His- 
torian, or certainly, the Chronicler, of the rise 
and progress of the Science of our Country. 
Bornon the 8th of August, 1779, and dying on 
the 24th of Nov. 1864, Professor Silliman had 
become remarkable alike for his years and his 
virtues, and he has left an example in both pri- 
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vate and professional life which can hardly be 
too highly commended. 

Professor Charles Christian Rafn, was an An- 
tiquary of no common distinction. 
sented as having conceived in his early youth a 
warm interest in the literature and language of 
Northern Europe. After completing his educa- 
tion he obtained an appomtment at the Univer- 
sity Library in Copenhagen, where he made a 
careful revision of the old Icelandic Manuscripts, 
which were among the treasures of that Institu- 
tion. At his suggestion and under his lead a 
Society was soon formed for advancing the cause 
of antiquarian researches in that region, and for 
collecting, preserving, und publishing such an- 
cient records and manuscripts as might have es- 
caped the ravages oftime. This Society, which 
went into operation on a small scale about the 
year 1825, is now known to us all as The Roy- 
al Society of Northern Antiquaries, and its 
meetings at Copenhagen and its nnmerous and 
valuable publications have attracted deserved 
attention in all parts of the world. During the 
twelve years and a half, from January 1825, to 
June 1837, it published no less than 50 volumes ; 
and since that period about 50 more volumes 
have been added to the series. Professor Rafn 
was the perpetual Secretary of the Society, and 
the greater part, if not the whole, of its publica- 
tions were carefully edited by him. In some of 


these publications, however, he could claim 
much more than ordinary credit of an Editor. 
He was substantially their author,—his notes 
and comments forming the principal part of the 


volumes both in amount and in value. One of 
these publications was of peculiar interest to our 
own land. I refer to his ‘‘ Antiquitates Ameri- 
canz, sive Scriptores Septentrionales Rerum 
Ante Columbianarum in America,’’ published in 
1837, in which he brought together so many ma- 
terials, geographical, astronomical and nautical, 
in illustration and comfirmation of the old Scan- 
dinavian traditions and Icelandic Manuscripts, 
to show that America had been discovered by 
the Northmen inthe 10th century and that some 
of their Navagators visited its coasts repeatedly 
during the three or four succeeding centuries. 
It was said of this work in the North American 
Review, soon after its publication, that ‘‘Of the 
authenticity of the Manuscripts there was not a 
shadow of doubt,’’ and that ‘it was one of the 
most valuable contributions ever made to the 
study of the history of our Continent.” 

The Royal Society of Northern Antiquarians 
was for many years under the immediate pat- 
ronage of the late King of Denmark, Christian 
VII, who was not merely its titular President, but 
who took a most active and intelligent personal 
interest in its proceedings and welfare. He 
communicated several valuable Essays to its 
publications, and was munificent in his contri- 
butions to its Library and Cabinet. His recent 
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death, and that of Professor Rafn which followed 
his so soon, could not fail to have been deeply 
felt by that Society under any circumstances. 
Such losses have been an additional claim upon 
our sympathy, however, at a moment when the 
Kingdom of Denmark itself is suffering so se- 
verely from the encroachments and spoliations 
of Foreign Powers. 

Professor Rafn was born on the 16th of Jan’y, 
1795, and died on the 20th of Oct, last, having 
then nearly completed his seventieth year. He 
was elected an Honorary Member of this Society 
in April, 1829, He will be rememhered by Stu- 
dents of History in both Hemispheres as one of 
the most devoted and successful antiquaries of 
his time. 

I have been directed by the Standing Commit- 
tee to offer the following Resolution : 

Resolved, That the Massachusetts Historical 
Society offer to the Royal Society of Northern 
Antiquaries the assurance of their sympathy in 
the severe losses which they have recently sus- 
tained by the successive deaths of their enlight- 
ened and munificent President, the late King of 





Denmark, Christian VII, and of their perpetual 
Secretary, Professor Charles Christian Rafn, 
P. D., whose labors and researches as an Anti- 
quarian, have been well known, and highly ap- 
preciated in the New World as well as in the Old. 

The Resolution was seconded by Dr. Jared 
Sparks, who spoke of the great services which 
had been rendered to Archmology, and especi- 
ally in its application to this country, by Prof. 
Refn. From the documents which he edited it 
had been conclusively shown that this country 
was visited by the Northmen in the eleventh 
century. In paying this just tribute to Prof. 
Rafn, br. Sparks also spoke in terms of respect 
of the character of the late King of Denmark, 
who had been the President of the Royal Socie- 
ty of Northern Antiquaries, at Copenhagen, 
and who had made important contributions to 
Archgological science. 

The Resolution was unanimously adopted. 

The President called the attention of members 
to the new volume of * Proceedings”’ just laid 
upon the table, embracing the transactions of 
the society from April, 1868, to September, 
1864, inclusive. 

The following paper, drawn up by our Assis- 
tant Librarian, Dr. Appleton, giving an account 
of a large donation of MSS. of Italian Dramas, 
was read by the President : 

A donation to the Library was received on the 
10th of August last, from Wm. Winthrop, Esq. 
of Malta, consisting of 224 volumes in manu- 
script, entitled ‘* Collezione di Opere Drammatiche 
| per Musica, Rappresentate in Diversi Teatri,’’ and 
containing no less than 1567 Italian Operas, Sa- 
cred dramas, Cantatas, Prologues, &c. The 
collection appears to have no definite arrange- 
ment, either alphabetical, chiomological, or ag 
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connected with the author of subject of the 
several works ; the sacred cantatas, among which 
we find, in a single volume, versions of 27 
Psalms, being mingled indiscriminately with 
the standard Operas, prologues, and minor com- 
positions, written on occasion of the birth day 
or marriage of some royal or noble personage. 

The sacred Dramas, or Oratorios, are worthy 
of notice, historically, as referring to certain 
public events and high festivals, either civic or 
ecclesiastical at which they were first performed. 
They illustrate the whole period of Sacred His- 
tory, commencing with ‘‘ LaCreaztonedel Mondo,” 
as represented at the theatre of San Carlo in 
Naples, adapted to the music of Haydn which 
is more familiarly known to us as his sublime 
Oratorio of the Creation. ‘* La Morte d’ Abel,” 
as represented at Malta in 1818, introduces as 
characters the family of our first parents. ‘ Z/ 
Sacrificio di Abramo,” under which title there 
are two distinct works in the collection, brings 
the scene down to the time of the patriarchs. 
In another volume we find the story of Joseph 
recorded in ‘* Giuseppe in Egitto,” to which is 
appended a narative of the miraculous transla- 


tion of a statue of St. Sebastian to the city of 


Mellili, in Sicily. 1n another we have ‘Ji Tes- 
tamento di Mose,’’ founded on the song of Moses, 
in Deuteronomy, ch. XXXII., and in which the 
dialogue is sustained by persons representing 
the Deity and Moses. 
single Psalms are introduced in several places, 
‘‘David umiliato” with other dramatic repre- 
sentations of scenes in the life of David, and 
we find also ‘‘ Salomone esaltato al Trono,”’ which 


was performed at the opening of the chapel of 


St. Philip Neri, at Florence, in 1775, and * Jt 
Giudizio di Salomone,”’ at the Duomo in Syracuse, 
at the Festival of St. Lucia in 1821. 

Among the dramas of which the subjects are 
taken from the New Testament, may be noticed 
“* L’ Antro di Betlemme,” in which the perform- 
ers represent a chorus of Angels, and another 
of Shepherds, which was prepared for the Fes- 
tival of the nativity at the Apostolic Palace. 
** La Passione di Gesu Christo,” appears to have 
been performed in the Papal Chapel in 17380, to 
music composed by Caldara. ‘* Gesu deposto 
dalla Croce,’’ composed for the services of Pas- 
sion week, presents as characters, the Virgin 
Mary, Mary Magdalene, and St. John. 

Many of these sacred dramas have for their 
subject, some event in the life of the Virgin. 
We find one entitled ‘J Prodigi della Divina 
Grazia nella Concezione de Maria Vergine,” in 
which the persons represented are Grace, Sin, 
St. Michael, and Lucifer; and in a Cantata for 
the Assumption of the Virgin are “ Divine 
Grace,” ‘ Original Innocence,” ‘ Divine Love,” 
and “* Human Nature.” 

The names of persons taken from profane 
history gre sometimes introduced in gennection 
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with ideal characters, as in “Ji Tempio dell 
Eternita,” we notice Deiphobus, Zneas, Eternity, 
Glory, Virtue, Time, and the Shade of Anchises. 

Modern historical characters and events are 
commemorated in several of these compositions, 
among which may be found a Cantata in honor 
of George III of England, performed at the 
Royal Theatre in Malta in 1805, and another in 
commemoration of the battle of Navarino, pro- 
duced at the same place in 1828. As a large 
number of these works may be seen to have 
been performed at this Theatre, it may be sup- 
posed that the collection was made for some 
individual a rublic institution at Malta, It ap- 
pears to be the work of two transcribers, aud 
most of the volumes are very carefully written, 
in a beautifully clean hand, and must have re- 
quired much time and labor in the execution. 
No Goneral Index is found in the collection, but 
a brief table of contentsis prefixed tocach volume. 


New Enouanp Historic GeneaLoaicat So- 
ciety, Boston, December 7.—A stated meeting 
was held this afternoon, President Lewis in the 
chair. : 

John H. Sheppard, the librarian, reported as 
donations since the last meeting, 29 volumes, 82 
pamphlets and three manuscripts, 

Rev. C. D. Bradlee, the corresponding secre- 
tary, reported letters from the following gentle- 
men accepting membership, viz.: President, 
Hon. John W. Bacon of Natick, and Rev. Sum- 
ner Ellis of Boston; Corresponding, Hon. Free- 
man Morse, U. 8. Consul, London, Eng., and 
Robert Bolton of Bedford, N. Y., author of the 
History of Westchester County. Wm. B. Towne, 
the Treasurer, reported that Benj. B. Torrey of 
Boston, and Ebenezer Alden, M. D., of Ran- 
dolph, Mass., had made themselves life mem- 
bers. 

Thomas Cushing, of Boston, read a biographi- 
cal sketch, prepared at the request of the his- 
toriographer, of the late Gideon French Thayer, 
a resident member, for many years principal of 
the Chauncy-Hall School in this city. Mr. 
Cushing was his associate and is his successor in 
the charge of this school. Several of the mem- 
bers present were formerly pupils of the de- 
ceased, 

Frederic Kidder, of Boston, read an interest- 
ing paper on Historic Localities in Virginia, sug- 
gested by a recent visit to the James River, 

He first noted the passage down the Potomac, 
and gave a brief description of the Chesapeake 
bay, where it has been recently ascertained the 
Spaniards had a colony as early as 1566, and 
gave his interpretation of its Indian name. He 
gave asketch of his passage up James river, 
noticing Newport News, which was early occu- 
pied by Daniel Gookin, who subsequently resi- 
ded in Cambridge, Mass. Here was the scene 
of the bloody battle between the frigates Cum- 
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berland and Congress with the rebel ram Mer- 
rimac. He gave a description of Jamestown, 
and made a contrast between its present condi- 
tion and that of Plymouth, the two starting 
points of English Colonization on our continent ; 
of Westover, the former seat of Colonel Byrd, 
author of ** The Westover Manuscripts ;’’ of 
Butler’s canal, its progress and intended use. 
This was the locality of the city of Henrico, 
which was founded by Sir William Dale in 1611, 
with a colony composed principally of Germans, 
hence the name of Dutch Gap. Here was erect- 
ed the second (English) cburch in America, the 
next being at Bermuda Hundred. Here was the 
residence of Rolfe and his Indian wife Pocahon- 
tas. He gave an account of his interview with 
Gen, Grant in his simple tent. Subsequently he 
visited Norfolk, where the eyes of women still 
look defiantly on our flag, while they hope and 
pray secretly for rebel success. A description 
of old Hampton ruins and its hospitals conclud- 
ed the paper. 

Rev. F. W. Holland, Cambridge, read a valu- 
able and well written paper on Xavier, in which 
he presented some new views with regard to 
that renowned missionary. 

The above papers were listened to with much 
attention by an unusually large meeting. Votes 


of thanks were passed for each, and copies were | 


requested for the use of the society. 


Boston, Jan. 4.—The annual meeting was held 
on Wednesday after-noon, January 4th, at the 
room of the society, No. 13 Bromfield street, 
the President, Winslow Lewis, M. D., in the 
chair. 

The following are the officers for the ensu- 
ing year: 

President, Winstow Lewis, A. M., M. D., of 
Boston. 

Vice Presidents,—Mass., Rev. Martin Moore, 
A. M., of Boston; Me., Hon. Israel Washburn, 
of Portland; N. H., Hon. Sam’! D. Bell, LL. D., 
of Manchester; Vt., Henry Clark of Poultney ; 
R. I., Usher Parsons, M. D., of Providence; 
Conn., Prof. Calvin E. Stowe, D. D. of Hart- 
ford. 

Honorary Vice Presidents,—N. Y., Hon, Mil- 
lard Fillmore, LL. D., of Buffalo; N. J., 8S. 
Alofsen of Jersey City; Penn., Nath’l Chaun- 
cey, A. M., of Philadephia; Md., J. H. B. Lat- 
robe of Baltimore; Ohio, Hon. Elijah Hayward, 
A. B., of McConnellsville; Mich., Hon. Lewis 
Cass, LL. D., of Detroit; Ind., Hon. Ballard 
Smith of Terre Haute; Ill., Hon. John Went- 
worth, A. M., of Chicago; Iowa, Rt. Rey Henry 
W. Lee, D. D., of Davenport; Dist. of Colum- 
bia, Hon. George P. Fisher of Washington. 

Corresponding Scretary, Rev. Henry M. Dex- 
ter, A. M., of Roxbury. 

Recording Secretary, Edward 8, Rand, Jr., 
A. M., of Boston. 
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Treasurer, William B, Towne of Brookline. 

Historiographer, Wm. B. Trask of Dorches- 
ter. 

Librarian, John H. Sheppard, A. M., of Bos- 
ton. 

Directors, Rev. Martin Moore, A, M., of Bos- 
ton; Joseph Palmer, A. M., M. D., of Boston; 
Hon. Geo. W. Messinger of Boston; Rev. F. W. 
Holland, A. M,, of Cambridge; Rev. C. D. 
Bradlee, A. M., of Boston. 

Publishing Committee, John Ward Dean of 
Boston; Wm. B. Trask of Dorchester: Rev. 
Henry N. Dexter, A. M., of Roxbury; Wm. H, 
Whitmore of Boston; Wm. 8. Appleton, A, M., 
of Boston. 

Trustees of the Bond Fund, Col. Aaron D. 
Hodges of Roxbury; Frederic Kidder of Bos- 
ton; Thomas Waterman of Boston. 

Trustees of the Barstow Fund and the Towne 
Memorial Fund, Wm. B. Towne of Brookline ; 
Colonel Almond; D. Hodges of Roxbury; Hon, 
Charles B. Hall of Boston. 

Committee on Finance, Frederic Kidder of 
Boston; Hon. George W. Messinger of Boston ; 
John M. Bradbury of Boston; John W, Cand- 
ler of Brookline. 

Committee on the Library, Jeremiah Colburn 
of Boston; Rev. Abner Morse, A. M., of Bos- 
ton; E. R. Humphreys. LL. D,, of Boston; 
George Mountfort of Boston, 

Committee on Lectures and Essays, Wm, Reed 
Deaneof Brookline; Rev. W. Gilbert, A M., of 
West Newton; Ifon. Charles Hudson, A. M., of 
Lexington; Rev. E. F. Slafter, A. B., of Bos- 
ton; Rev. D. Clarke, D. D., of Waltham. 

Committee of Heraldry, William H. Whit- 
more of Boston; Abner C. Goodell, Jr., of Sa- 
lem; A. T. Perkins of Boston; Wm. S. Apple- 
ton, A. M., of Boston. 

John H. Sheppard, the Librarian, reported 
that since the last annual session there had been 
received 340 bound volumes, 561 pamphlets 
and 18 manuscripts, making the library to con- 
sist at the present time of 6786 bound volumes 
and 20,245 pamphlets. 

Wm. B. Towne, the ‘Treasurer, reported that 
during the past year the ordinary receipts has 
paid the ordinary expenses, leaving the society 
free from debt anda balance in the treasury 
from this source of $18,24. His report also 
showed that the life membership fund, which 
now amounts to the sum of $1491,23, was 
invested in Government securities, and he 
recommended that this fund be increased by 
resident members making themselves life-mem- 
bers, so far as it is practicable for them to do 
so, thus relieving themselves of an annual 
assessment, and creating a fund calculated to 
give strength, permanency and efficiency to the 
society. 

Reports were then made as follows : 

On Lectures and Essays by Wm. Reed Deane. 
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The Historiographer, by Wm. B. Trask. 

On the Library by J. Colburn. 

Biography of deceased mambers, by W. B. 
Towne, 

Newspapers, by F. Kidder. 

Bond Fund, by A. D. Hodges. 

Barstow Fund, by William B Towne. 

Towne Memorial Fund, by the Trustees. 

Cushman Bequest, by Mr. Kidder. 

Finance, by F. Kidder. 

Publishing, by John W. Deane. 

Heraldry, by Wm. H. Whitmore. 

Shakspeare Tercentenary, by 
Deane. 

These reports show the excellent manage- 
ment of the finances, and the success of the 
society in all its plans during the past year. 

The annual address was delivered by Dr. 
Winslow Lewis, the President of the Society. 
He said the position of the society, from the 
events daily transpiring, is one of immensely 
greater importance and more solemn responsi- 
bility than was the position it occupied before 
the outbreak of the civil war. He then re- 
counted briefly the greatest events of the war 
during the past year, the benevolence of the 
sanitary fairs and commission in our great 
cities—and spoke of the patriotism of the 
community, all making the age one of the 
grandest, most benevolent and most terrible in 
history. At the election on the 8th of Novem- 
ber, when popular self goverment stood on trial 
before the bar of a gazing world, amid intense 
but peaceful excitement of party feeling, Law 
and ORDER were universally, absolutely triump- 
hant. The quiet submission of the minority 
and the happy satisfaction of the majority, all 
show the grand and solemn character of the 
time in which itis our lot to live, and claim 
our heartfelt gratitude, 
and careering along the pathway of our daily 
life, impose new duties upon all individually 
and particularly upon our society as the vehicle 
of History. There is no presumption in say- 
ing that New England men and women are act- 
ing a prominent part in all these scenes, and 
that in mental acumen, enthusiasm of spirit 
and energy of action, New England leads Amer- 
ica ; that here are the levers which in guiding 
our country aright no vis inertia will be able to 
resist. 
such right training and guidance can be found 
than in the studies to which our labors are pro- 
fessedly devoted, viz., History and GengaLoey, 
or, better, Brograpuy. The study of history in 
our schools and colleges is very defective. 
There is little regard for philosophical method 


Wm. Reed 


paofitable study of History. In Biography, 
too, national prejudices and personal predilec- 
tion have given undue importance to some in- 
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Such events crowding | 


| called the Society to order. 


No more effectual instrumentality for | 
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dividuals, while others worthy more cxtended 
notice are passed by almost without a line in 
some of our biographical works. The lessons 
of History rightly and philosophically studied 
form the best and soundest.training in politics 
and statesmanship, and where every man has 
a voice inthe common government is all the 
more necessary. 

The Providence of God is the genius of hu- 
man history. If the organ of the Society, the 
New England Historical and Genealogical Reg- 
ister, joins with other measures of the members 
to promote aright the study of History, it will 
erect one of the strongest bulwarks for the de- 
fence of our country’s free constitution, and 
one of the most effective barriers against 
anarcby and tyranny. He quoted from Dr. 
Arnold, and strongly recommended his lectures 
on History. Republican institutions like ours 
can only be maintained in purity and integrity 
by the morality and intelligence of the people. 
He recommended courses of lectures in some 
public Hall hired by the Society for the purpose 
until the time arrives, as he hoped not far dist- 
ant, when it would have such a Hall of its own. 
By thus directing the labors of the Society it 
would be actively and powerfully conducive to 
the welfare of our beloved conntry. ‘‘Length 
of days be in her right hand and in her left 
riches and honor! May her ways be ways of 
pleasantness and ail her paths be peace!” 

The thanks of the society were voted to Dr. 
Lewis, and copies of his address were requested 
for publication in the New England Historical 
nnd Genealogical Register, and in separate form, 
A committee was chosen to consider the subject 
of procuring a Hall as recommended by the 
President for a course of Historical Lectures, 
D. Clarke, Rev. F. W. 
Holland and F. Kidder; after which the meet- 
ing adjourned. 


ILLINOIS. 


Curcaco Historicat Society. — Chicago, Dec. 
5.—J. Y. Scammon, Esq., took the Chair and 
Rev. Wm. Barry, 
the Secretary, presented the following review of 
the operations of the Society for the year just 
passed. 

It has been customary to notice this Society’s 
proceedings in reference to a three-fold division 
ot its labors: First, in one sphere of antiquarian 
or archeological research; second, its library 
collections; and, third, its contributions to our 
modern history, local or national. As regards 
the first, it is said to confess how little is done 


’ " ; _ | or even attempted in Illinois in behalf of those 
and still less for that impartial spirit of inquiry | . ied 


which is the foundation stone of aright and | 


ancient remains which unnumbered ages have 
handed down to us. Here they are in imposing 
numbers and array—their origin, age, builders, 
history, alike a riddle. A little has been done 
by us elsewhere—in Ohio and Wisconsin, for 
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instance—to rescue these interesting monu- 
ments from ruin, or to save to science some 
knowledge of their forms, structure and con- 
tents. Yet in Illinois the hand of the preserver 
is still, while the hand of the destroyer is never 
stayed. Recent research is strengthening a 
theory, suggested some years since in the Soci- 


ety’s reports, that the forms and arrangement of | 


the mounds may have been designedly historical, 
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ranged and bound, the Society’s number of 
bound volumes could be soon raised to twenty 
thousand or even more, besides placing many 
valuable publications in the way of convenient 
use, which are now useless. 

The Secretary cannot dismiss the subject of 
the recent collections, without noticing the thou- 
sands of manuscripts just placed in our custody, 


| from the literary remains of the late esteemed 


the premeditated signs of historical ideas or | 


facts. 
these supposed hieroglyphics of the now un- 
known race that built them, how deplorable 


Should some later Champollion decipher | 


would be felt the loss of a single mound, as of a | 
| while they reflect light upon most of the con- 


leaf tern out of the precious chronicles of man’s 
earliest ages. The subject of the antiquity of 


man which is now attracting earnest attention | 
throughout Europe, may yet need the light to be | 


thrown by these mystic symbols, not wholly lost 
to us on our Western prairies. By our Western 
lake and river sides, in the tumult of war and 


John Russell, of Bluffdale,—the most extensive 
and valuable ever presented to us. They in- 
clude a long correspondence with Jonn M. Peck, 
and with numerous persons of distinction in II- 
linois, covering the period from 1828 to 1860, 


spicuous movements in the political history of 
the State during that time. The Society owes 
a debt of gratitude to the surviving family of 
their deceased associate, so long a respected 
writer, editor, teacher, and citizen of Illinois, 


| for this most welcome and wnportant trust. 


rush of Western settlement and trade, one may | 


not plead with success the claims of these silent 
voices of the great prehistoric past. 
not hope that some earnest, far-seeing minds 
will yet be the successful advocates of these tra- 
ditionary monuments, staying at least the vio- 
lence that would mar and destroy them, or yet 


better, preserving them to the science of the fu- | 
ture, as they have been transmitted unimpaired | 
Let not our Christian civilization be re- | 
proached as the vandal destroyer of monuments | 


to us. 


which the ages and the untutored red men have 
reverentially spared. 

In passing to notice the Society’s library with 
its varied collections of the past year, the best 
summary will be afforded by presenting a tabu- 
lar view of the annual and total collections, as 
follows: 

1863—4. 

473 
5,982 
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Total. 
18,302 
57,874 
856 
1,169 
1,844 
1,122 
181 


Books bound 

Unbound Books and Pamphlets.. 

Old and rare Newspapers 

Files of Newspapers 

Files of Serials 

Maps and Charts 

Prints and Photographs..........+. 

Contributions to the Cabinet, in- 
dividual and collective 24 

Collections of Miscellanies......... 38 

Manuscripts.....csscccecccocsccccrecese 5j400 4,727 

10,505 80,792 

The enumeration of our imposing array of 

‘‘pamphlets” now numbering exactly fifty-seven 

thousand eight hundred and seventy-four, is ex- 

ceeded only in America by those of Harvard 

College, numbering seventy thousand, and the 

Boston Atheneum, yet larger, having seventy- 

five thousand. This vast accumulation of un- 

bound matter on our shelves, (and I may add, 

floors), is destined, we believe, to have an im- 

portant place in the Society’s future. Early ar- 


97 
120 


May we | 





These unquestionable autographs will prove the 
best witnesses of the facts of history, and well 
deserve a safe custody and the most careful 
preservation. 

But if the library has necessarily engrossed 
much of the labor of the past year, it has not 
precluded attention to the Society’s correspon- 
dence and legitimate labors in behalf of Western 
history. 

Five hundred and eighty-four letters have 
been written in the Society’s behalf, and two 
hundred and fifty-four received during the 
twelve-month gone. At our meetings have been 
submitted numerous original papers, chiefly pre~ 
pared by request, and worthy of a place in the 
archives of the association. 

To the Hon. Henry S. Baird, an early resident 
of Green Bay, we owe five different papers—on 
the ‘Settlement,’ the ‘Indian Tribes and 
Treaties,” and the “Fisheries” of Green Bay. 
Also on the ‘“‘North American Indian” in gen- 
eral, and on the ‘Early commerce of the Lakes.” 

Mr, George P. Upton prepared for us an ex- 
tended Monograph, grouping the material facts 
of the siege of Island No. 10. By the learned 
labor of Professor H, Bannister, of Evanston, a 
faithful translation was prepared and presented 
of Muller’s extended essay, in the German, on 
the “Idea of the Great Spirit, as held by the 
North American Indians,” Some of the recol- 
lections of Mr. Gurdon S. Hubbard respecting 
the Indian treaty of 1832, by which large parts 
of Illinois, Indiana, and Michigan were released 
to the United States, were presented to the So- 
ciety in a paper prepared by Mr. Lawrence 
Proudfoot. 

Those well known pioneers, and pioneer prin- 
ters and editors of Illinois, Mr. George Churchill 
and Hooper Warren, have favored us with sev- 
eral communications of historical value, the last 
of Mr. Warren relating to the so-called “‘ Black 
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Laws” of Illinois, with a reference to various 
publications on that subject. Gen. John A. 
Clark, U. 8. Surveyor General of New Mexico, 
was the author and donor of an interesting 
sketch of the Navajo Indians. 

Dr. I. A. Lapham wrote upon the Indian 
Treaties of the Northwest; while to Col. James 
Grant Wilson we owe interesting facts relative 
to the early Taylor family of Chicago, and the 
first bridge built over the Chicago river in 1832; 
the information, strange to say, obtained by Col. 
Wilson at Brownsville, in Texas, during its late 
occupation by Gen. Banks. 

Resolutions by this Society have been recently 
forwarded to the State Executive, recommend- 


ing the establishment of a State Bureau of Sta- | 


tistics, 

But, (omitting other matters of minor interest) 
we have time but to notice one other prominent 
event of the year, which is likely to effect most 
sensibly the Society’s future. Near a year ago, 
a few generous members of this Society com- 
menced a private subscription to secure a lot 
and building for our already unmanageable col- 
lection. Circumstances arrested their work near 
its happy end; but the society at its annual 
meeting, three weeks ago, resuscitated and 
adopted the project, committing the subscrip- 
tion to energetic hands. In two weeks from 
that time the lot was secured—120 feet by 132 
feet, on the northwest corner of Ontario and 
Dearborn streets, at a cost in cash of $18,000; 
while more than $10,000 had been obtained be- 


yond that amount, 1owards the erection of a | 


building. It now remains only to augment this 
last named amount till adequate to the erection 
of a commodious and safe fire-proof building — 
say 40 feet by 66 or 80 feet, to place this insti- 
tution on a footing commensurate with its pur- 
poses and gratifying to our natural sensibilities 
for the good and honor of Chicago and the 
Northwest. 

In 1837, when Chicago was in its municipal 
childhood—just five years old—there were in 
the United States only siz public Libraries 
whose number of full-bound volumes exceeded 
that of this Society, as reported this evening. 
The largest Library then existing, was at Phila- 
delphia, of forty-four thousand volumes, fol- 
lowed next by that at Harvard College, having 
forty-two thousand. The Library of the Boston 
Atheneum numbered less than thirty thousand. 

In the quarter of a century since elapsed, the 
number of libraries in the United States, having 
over ten thousand volumes, has risen from 
twenty to one hundred and four; while the en- 
tire kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland had, 
in 1856, but forty-three, and France, in the same 
year, but thirty-eight libraries above the same 
standard, Of the 104in the United States, three 
exceed 100,000—that of Harvard College being 


the largest (140,000); two have 80,000 or more; | within that period. 





two 60,000. This Society occupies a place mid- 
way in the scale, being the fifty-sixth, out of 
104. In the number of what we call unbound 
books and pamphlets, we are exceeded, as be- 
fore observed, by two institutions only. 

We recall these facts, not in the spirit of vain 
boasting, but to call to mind the bibliograph- 
ical and literary advancement of America, 
within a quarter of a century; and this as a 
promise and monition, too, of what is likely to 
await our own city. 

If, within a little more than eight and a half 
years, without endowment, and in the face of 
discouragements not few nor light, this young, 
struggling neophyte has been placed where it is, 
what may we not hope for in its yet to be un- 
folded future, when a common love and pride, 
and sensitive regard for our city’s welfare, may 
attract to this now humble ministration to the 
common good, not only the benefactions of large- 
hearted affluence, but the codperative good will 
of the many men of learning, science, art and 
genius, of all nationalities, rapidly congregat- 
ing here. Do we mistake in the belief that an 
appropriate repository for this Society’s collec- 
tions, with suitable provision for their arrange- 
ment and care, and for a tasteful and commodi- 
ous reading room, which may be the attractive 
resort, when desired, of the cultivated of both 
sexes, indeed of all who thirst for knowledge, is 
now a felt want which should not be disap- 
pointed, and the satisfaction of which would 
soon and richly repay the outlay it may require? 

Wesay repay. Yes, a full revenue comes from 
such giving as this, a rich harvest from the sow- 
ing. Who, on entering some time-honored li- 
brary, and seeing above its well-filled and ven- 
erable alcoves the inscribed names of individu- 
als, whose generous benefactions once filled 
those shelves with the treasures of olden wis- 
dom, for the benefit of future ages, has not 
warmed towards those long buried benefactors, 
and felt that in this pleasant communion of the 
dead and the living, perpetuate and never bro- 
ken, was secured the true apotheosis, the genuine 
immortality of beneficent influence. If, there- 
fore, these pressing cares of ours, whether of 
commercial or professional life, which crowd 
on most, debar us from complete appropriation 
to ourselves of the intended benefits of an insti- 
tution like this, will it not console us that the 
good we do will be gladly seized and garnered 
by others, and live long after us, when that ever 
forewarned event comes, which reminds us all 

‘** What shadows we are, and what shadows we pursue.’’ 

In closing this meager glance at the record of 
another twelvemonth, while thanking this soci- 
ety’s friends for all their timely and generous 
aid to it, it is but justice to lay a chaplet of 
honor upon the fresh graves of two good friends 
of this institution who have passed from us 
One, the late Hooper War- 
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ren, a faithful and esteemed correspondent of 
this Association, for forty years a not inconspic- 


uous actor in events which have become, in our | 


state, historical, died in August last, in full age, 
with the benedictions of many friends upon his 
true-hearted worth. 
Scammon, first Professor of Botany in the Uni- 
versity of Chicago, as a man, a naturalist, a cit- 
izen and a christian, left a memory of worth and 
of benefits to the general good of our city, widely 
esteemed. To any of us it would be grateful to 


know that the respectful sentiments he inspired | 


toward him, in all who knew him, might follow 


us when we shall go after him ‘to the pale | 


realms of shade,’ and to the communions of a 
higher life. 


“ Sinking within Death’s arms, as sinks the sun 
Below the farthest hills, when his day’s work is done.” 


At the conclusion of the Secretary’s report, 
Hon. Wm. H. Brown was introduced, and read 
a very interesting paper upon the rise and pro- 


gress of the anti-slavery sentiment in Illinois, a | 


task for which his early residence in the state, 
and his identity with those earlier movements, 
rendered him peculiarly capable. 


Mr. Brown said: Slavery has always been the | +° 
| high-pressure 


disturbing element in this government. In the 


North and East, on the adoption of the Federal | 


Constitution, human chattelism gradually died 
out, but in the South, because the system was 
more in consonance with the notions of not only 
the earlicr but the latter settler, it flourished 
and grew with every succeeding year, and be- 
came aggressive in its character, and increased 
until its labors terminated in the last great en- 
deavor to compass the destruction of the govern- 
ment. The prosperity of the free North, with 
the blighting curse of uncompensated labor for- 
ever removed, was happily contrasted with the 
shiftlessness and lack of enterprise which dis- 
tinguishes the South. 

The first direct conflict between the elements 
of freedom and slavery was when Missouri ap- 
plied for admission into the Union with a sldve 
constitution. Then the advocates of both poli- 
cies waged a bitter and relentless war which was 
only assuaged by the adoption of what was 
called the Missouri Compromise. With a faith 
more infamous than the ancient Punic faith, at 
least one of the high contracting parties to that 
compromise had shamefully violated it, as all 
the world would know, when the efforts to in- 
troduce slavery into Kansas by the propagan- 
dists should pass into history. 

The second grand conflict was fought on the 
soil of Illinois; to describe this should be the 
object of his address. This battle between the 
hosts of freedom and slavery was fought in 
1823-24. At this timethe settlements of Illinois 
were confined to a narrow strip of territory bor- 
dering upon her great rivers. The speaker 
said that Cahokia and Kaskaskia were among 
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the earliest settlements in Illinois. These were 
settled by the French Canadians as early as the 
latter part of the seventeenth century. The 
American Bottoms wherein these towns were 
located were described by the speaker —at the 
time he settled in Illinois—as being then, as 
now, marvelsof fertility and richness. In other 
portions of the state there were few settlements 
until after the war of 1812. 

At that time the city of Cairo had a local hab- 


| itation and a name, and its settlers really 


thought, as its present inhabitants think, that it 
was destined to be the largest city on the con- 
tinent. Just then, immigration began to extend 
into our borders with unexampled rapidity, 
particularly from Kentucky, Tennessee and 
North Carolina, The immigrants from the for- 


| mer state were educated and wealthy, and came 
| hither because of their love for free institutions, 


while the immigrants from the two latter were 
made up mostly of the poor whites, who were 
ignorant, intolerant and bigoted. Mr. Brown 
described the political condition of Illinois at 
this early day, and descanted at length upon the 
financial policies that then prevailed. Before 
1820), all business had been conducted upon the 
principle. All products were 
largely inflated in value, and real estate brought 
exorbitant prices. The bubble burst in 1820. 
Immigration ceased almost entirely, and many 
of those who had located in the state in the ex- 
pectation of permanently remaining here, took 
up their lines in more pleasant places. We had 
no currency at this time. In 1821-22 the first 
State Bank was chartered, whose issues were 
based upon state credit. These rapidly depre- 
ciated in value until a dollar in currency was 
worth but thirty-three cents. Real estate be- 
came altogether unsaleable, and no prudent man 
would take itasa gift. It was at this time that 
immigration was tending Missouri-ward, and all 
because of a provision in our constitution for- 
bidding slavery. 

It was at this period that the general election 
occurred. Mr. Brown gave a brief review of 
the political situation of the state. The number 
of votes cast at that election for Governor was 
8,960, of which Mr. Coles received 2,863 votes, 
which, as there were four candidates, proved a 
plurality, and secured for him the seat. Mr. 
Coles was the leader of the anti-slavery element, 
and it was mainly to his efforts and those of his 
friends that the measure for calling a conven- 
tion and engrafting upon the Constitution a pro- 
vision allowing slavery in the State was defeated. 


WISCONSIN. 

Wisconsin State Historica Society. — 
Madison, January. — At a recent meeting of 
the Executive Committee of the Historical 
Society. Prof D. D. Butler, LL. D., of the 


State University, to whoma certain rare and 





70 


curious medallion which has lately been added 
to the museum, had been assigned for examina- 
tion and elucidation, submitted the following 
report : 

One of the richest, rarest, royalest of medals, 
of indubitable genuineness, has been unearthed 
where one would last look for such a gem— 
namely in Wisconsin —in our far northwest. in 
Buffalo county, near the Mississippi. It was 
turned up in September, 1861, by a farmer, 
Charles Horace Sabin, whilé plowing in his 
field, which had never been plowed but twice, 
at anew settlement named Maxwell, on Bear 
Creek, an affluent to the Chippewa river. 

This antique relic has been handed me for 
elucidation—a welcome task, although it may 
prove of impossible performance, away from 
all books on numismatology. 

The medal was stamped to mark a great historic 
era—namely the peace of Westphalia — its 
diameter measures thirty-eight sixteenths of an 
inch, Round both of its faces there runs an 
ornamented border or wreath. Its weight is 
840 grains; the silver ina dollar is 412} grains. 

At its top two holes were once drilled — in the 
edge so as not to mar its face —for inserting a 
loop, that it might be hung on a wall, or around 
one’s neck, 

On its reverse the medallion bears the follow- 
ing ten lines in Latin : 


Pacis feelicitas, 
Orbi christiano qua restituta, ° 
Qua ad incitamentum demonstrata, 
Tot regnis et provinciis, 
Ad utrumque solem utrumque oceanum, 
Terra marique parta securitas 
Tranquillitati publican. 
SPE ET VOTO. 
Monasterii, Westph., 
Anno MDCXLVIII. 
Which may be thus translated : 


The happiness of peace, 
In part restored to the Christian world, 
In part held forth as a winning example 
Toso many kingdoms and provinces, 
Unto both suns [the rising and setting] and to 
both oceans, 
Security obtained on land and sea, 
Through hopes and vows 
For public tranquillity. 
At Munster in Westphalia, 
In the year sixteen hundred and forty-eight. 

In speaking of peace as restored “in part” 
and “in part held forth as a winning example,” 
as well as of ‘‘vows for public tranquillity,” 
the inscription alludes to the fact that terms of 
pacification were settled between Spain and 
Holland, on the 30th of January, 1648, while 
the other belligerents, Sweden, France, the 
Emperor of Germany, and their allies, contin- 
ued waging war for almost a year. 

Upon the obverse, and encircling it, we meet | 
with the following legend, which forms the | 
118th line in the third book of Virgil’s Encid: 

Et juncti currum domine subiere leones. 
‘Lions joined in one were yoked to the car of their | 
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mistress,’’ [Peace]. 


Feb., 


Between each pair of these words there isa 
star or @ rose. 

On the open space within the encircling 
legend— technically termed ‘the field’ — and 
beneath the words pax Hispano Batava, the 
goddess of peace is drawn in a chariot by two 
lions, who are trampling upon a battle flag and 
what appears an emblazoned shield, or grand- 
garde. Her right arm clasps the horn of plenty, 
which overflows with flowers and fruits: while 
her left holds both the lion-reins and, as her 
whip, the caduceus of Mercury, that winged 
olive wand which became the symbol of peace, 
because with it the god pacified two fighting 
serpents and made them twine around it in a 
loving embrace.— Behind her seat, in place of 
a band-box, a war drum is lashed above a Gen- 
eral’s cap. In the foreground, a cannon is 
tumbling at the heels of the lions, while can- 
non shot, pikes, sword and pistol, as well as 
the two halves of a cuirass, lie on the earth as 
if contempuously thrown away. 

One of the licn steeds which represents the 
King of Spain arrayed in what heralds call 
arms of pretension, is crowned with the imper- 
ial diadem of Germany, and bears in his uplift- 
ed paw its imperial sceptre,—each distinguish- 
able by a cross surmounting a globe. The 
other lion represents the Netherlandic United 
Provinces. He graspsa double sheaf of ar- 
rows with allusion to the sopic fable about 
the bundle of sticks, which, taken together, no 
man could break, though an old invalid snap- 
ped them asunder one by one. The purpose, 
as in the Dutch motto: vis unita fortior— 


| ‘* strength united is stronger,’’— is to symbolize 
| the necessity of Hollandic union. 


The arrows 
are seven, because the United Provinces were 
so many. 

We are at first suprised to see the armorial 
figure emblematic of Holland, which was a re- 
public, decorated with acrown. Yet it is indis- 


| putable that the Dutch arms, in the seventeenth 


century, were a lion beneath a crown, perhaps 
to signify that the Dutch people were no less 
sovereign than any monarch. Sceptics on this 
point may find those arms so blazoned ona map 
of New Netherlands, published in 1621, and 
reproduced by a fac simile in the first volume of 
the New York Colonial Collections. 

In the wheel of the triumphal car, the hub is 
formed by the head of the Gorgon Medusa, 
which the armipotent Minerva was wont to bear 
in battle on her aegis, and the flaming or snaky 
locks of which serve for the spokes. Indeed 
the car itself is so massive that it must at first 


| have been intended for the god of war, and 


thus it proclaims Mars despoiled of his throne. 
Just behind the peace-goddess, the sun is so 
rising that its beams gild and glorify her head 
with a halo. 
The whole disk wonderful 


of silver is in 
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preservation, It was so bright when found as 
to need no scouring, but rubbing off a little 
rust from the inscription. Not a letter in the 
legend, save two i's in provinciis, is blurred. 
No ray of the sun, no rein of the steeds, no 
cord on the drum, no jewel in the crowns, is 
effaced or obscured. So perfect is the pistol as 
to make it clear that its model was the ‘‘wheel- 
lock” which struck fire out of a fire-stone, that 
is out of iron pyrites, or sulphuret of iron, by 
means of whirling round against it a tiny steel 
wheel, After all, some minutiae in the device 
may be of doubtful interpretation. It is diffi- 
cult to judge what manner of antiquated armor, 
shaped something like a spherical triangle, lies 
beneath the paws of the Spanish lion, and what 
it is which is carved upon the front of the car 
of Peace. Possibly it is the head of Mars de- 
graded to the dash-board. A dove also ap- 
pears to be flying down to perch on the backs 
of the lions, Yet this may be mere fancy, 

ew events are so world-famous and hence 
so worthy of commemoration, as the peace of 
Westphalia — the initiative of which is celebrat- 
ed by the medal before, After seven years of 
negotiation, begun in a spirit so punctilious 
that the ambassadors, through each claiming 
the head of the table, would never have begun 
the discussion, had not some one devised for 
them a round table to sit at, it closed a thirty 
years’ war between the German States, and a 
war of eighty years duration between Spain 
and Holland —a struggle which, at one time or 
another, had involved every Eurdpean State, 
as well as its colonies, and which in all the 
bloody annals of war has scarcely a parallel. 
A magnificent medal was demanded in honor of 
a peace which recognized the independence of 
Holland, which was the morning-star of modern 
religious tolerance, and which formed the basis 
of the political system of Europe. 

The question recurs— ‘‘How could a Dutch 
medal penetrate into the heart of the western 
continent ?” 

Had it been of French origin, we might be 
ready to trace its advent hither to Father Gui- 
gnas, who, in 1727, was with a party that built 
a fort not more than a day’s journey from 
where it was brought to light Or, we might 
imagine it was dropped by Le Sueur, who pas- 


sed near that spot in 1699 ; or perhaps by Per- | 


rot who, ten years earlier, had taken possession 
of Lake Pepin; or that it was robbed from 
Hennepin who, first of all while men, visited 
that region, and that as an Indian captive, in 
1680. Or, we might suppose it to have been in 
some way procured from Jesuit missionaries 
who, within a dozen years after it was minted, 
had established stations on the south of Lake 
Superior. But why should Frenchmen carry 
with them Dutch medals?—Frenchman who, 
within the last century, have been gravely 
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doubting the possibility of the existence of wit 
in any German? 

After all, however, there is more ground 
than I at first supposed for the conjecture, that 
the puzzling medal was carried up the Miss- 
issippi by the first white man — whom we know 
to have ever ascended that river — Father 
Hennepin. 

Hennepin was a native of Belgium; he had 
a sister married in Dutch Flanders, and there 
he studied and spent his youth. In the Dutch 
town of Maestricht, he early had charge of a 
hospital. In America, he had been intimate 
with the Dutch in Albany.—Holland was clear- 
ly the home of his heart. 

What more natural than that he should have 
had one of those medals, which were made 
when he was about eight years old, and of 
which, as the seal of national independence, all 
Netherlanders must have been so proud. But 
if he had one, it was doubtless taken from him 
by the Indians who, he says, never left him out 
of their sight, for fear he would hide some 
valuable under the ground. But his captors 
hunted along the great river as they carried 
him up and down, and their usual hunting- 
ground was near where the medal was plough- 
ed up. 

The truth, then, though stranger than fic- 
tion, may be, that Hennepin took with him to 
the far West the most suggestive issue of the 
Dutch mint as a memorial of his youth or 
friends in Holland; and that he was robbed of 
that relic by some savage, who soon dropped it 
in the leafy wilderness, or the grass of the 
prairie, there to lie undisturbed and keep its 
secret till the savages, and the French had 
vanished away. 

This theory of medallic transmisslon— 
though fascinating to the imagination —I will 
readily abandon, as soon as one more plausi- 
ble shall come to my knowledge. 

It seems improbable that the puzzling me. 
dallion can have been lost in recent times by 
any Dutch immigrant. It was found ina 
township which was not yet seven years old, in 
which, to this day, there is not a single Hol- 
lander. New comers from the Netherlands 
would not be likely to possess a piece so rare 
and ancient, and one never intended for circu- 
lation. ‘The valley of the Chippewa, in which 
our medal was picked up, still abounds in val- 
uable furs, and trappers no doubt penetrated 
thither more thana century ago. But these 
voyageurs were French, almost to aman. If 
they had been Dutch, they were not of a class 
whom we should expect to bring with them 
curiosities of such a nature. 

On the whole, it is not impossible that this 
noblest daughter of the Netherlands’ mint— 
standing in its medallurgy —at the end of 
such a vista as Washington occupies in the list 
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of our Presidents — if Hennepin’s fingers nev- 
er touched it, became the booty of some French 
or Indian warrior, on araid among Dutch plant- 
ations in New York, possibly at the surprise 
of Schenectady in 1690, and asa trophy was 
carried round his neck, handed down, it may 
be, through generations, transmitted from tribe 
to tribe, till in the rapture of battle or the 
chace, it fell unnoticed to the earth, where it 
was buried by winds and rains — winds heap- 
ing up sand and dust—rains washing them 
down. It came to light near the dividing line 
between the ancestral hunting grounds of the 
Chippewas and the Sioux. The singular per- 
fection of the medal urges me to think that it 
could not have been long thumbed and worn, 
but that it was, ages ago, plunged in the bosom 
of the earth, where it lurked in safety, though 
less than afoot beneath the surface, till the 
fullness of time for its resurrection. It could 
hardly have been old when it was buried. 


Hotes on Books. 


Current Fictions tested by Uncurrent Facts; A 
series of Traets, Personal, Political and His- 
torical, Declaratory, Argumentative and Doc- 
umentary. By Henry B. Dawson. New York: 


48 pp. 

Mr Dawson’s Editon of the Federalist,. re- 
producing the work as originally issued, contain- 
ed an Introduction, partly bibliographical in its 
treatment of the various editions of the work, 
partly historical in the investigation of the au- 
thorship of the various numbers of the work, 
and a view of the condition of public affairs 
which called forth the article and made them of 
such enduring value. Mr. Dawsonis an origin- 
al thinker, and forming his opinion from re- 


search and reflection expresses it decidedly. Ineht | 


present case he was criticized by members of the 


Hamilton.and Jay families. Letters and pamphlets | 
have appeared, aud Mr. Dawson is apparently | 
about to put all in a permanent form. At this | 


. . | 
stage, and with only one party, in a manner, be- | Jackson, Polk, Cleburne, in death, is here sum- 


fore the court, no opinion as to the merit of the 
question at issue can be expected here. 


Proceedings of the American Antiquarian Soci- 
ety, at the Annual Meeting heldin Worcester, Oct 
21, 1864. Boston. John Wilson; 1864. 

We have seldom read proceedings of more in- 
terest. Mr. Livermore’s Report of the Council, 
with its graceful tribute toIsaiakhThomas and 
Joseph Quincy, preludes the mote statistical 
portion. The account of the various copies of 
the Dighton Rock is of high value; and none can 
read without positive zest and hearty enjoyment 
the paper by Mr. E. E. Hale on Roanoke Island 
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and James River, and the remarks of Mr, Charles 
Deane on the James. The difficulty en- 
countered by sfudents in following our early 
writers through part of the country with which 
they are not personally acquainted, and the 
small aid which they can glean as to some parts 
from maps or printed books, is well known, But 
who would expect to find northern students, 
amid the din of war, ascending the James with 
Smith and Wingfield and Hamoron, and to 
follow their course and recognize the spot where 
each important event occurred. It would seem 
indeed as though history is a northern instinct ; 
to be pursued under any circumstances, as in the 
case of a young officer stopping to buy arare 
old tract that caught his eye as he marched to 
his last battle field. 


Jugement Erroné de M. Ernest Renan sur les Lan- 
gues Sauvages: Par N. O. Montreal, E. Sene- 
cal. 1864, 8°, 23 pp. 

Renan, as a professor of Semitic languages, 
naturally exalts the object of his studies; the 
Indo-European stands next with him. In one 
of his works he says; ‘‘To imagine a savage 
race speaking a semitic or Indo-European lan- 
guage is a contradictory fiction to whieh no one 
versed in the laws of comparative philology and 
the general theory of the human mind, will lend 
himself.”” The discredit thus thrown on Ameri- 


Printed by J. N. Bradstreet & Son, 1864, 8° | can languages has elicited this Canadian reply, 
« y . ° . ’ ’ 


defending the two great languages of Canada 


| and the Northern States—the Algonquin and 


Iroquois, from the imputation of being discor- 
dant cries, variable or unphilosophic. The In- 
dian mind, as traced in their language, is not 
one brutalized by barbarism, void of ideas and 
of expressions for conveying their relation to 
It does not generalize, indeed, but 
has that multiplicity of forms, which, in writ- 
ten languages have, by elimination, been re- 
duced to simpler expressions. 


Morgan and his Captors. By Rev. F. Senovur, 
Cincinnati. §S. F. Vent & Co. 1864. 12°, 386 
pp- 

The career of Morgan, one of those more active 

Southern officers, closed like that of Johnson, 


med up, accompanied by sketches of the officers 
who captured him in his raid north of the Ohio. 
These comprise Brigadiers Generals Hobson and 
Shackleford, Col. Jacob, Major Rae. An accaunt 
of Morgan’s last raid and death closes the vol- 
ume. 

As Morgan and the captors, whose lives are 


| here given, were all Kentuckians, the author 


throws important light on all the eatlier secess- 
ion movements in the state, giving it no incon- 
siderable value in the consideration of local 
affairs, necessary in a general view of the pre- 
sent war. The book is handsomely printed, and 
illustrated with a portrait of Morgan, 
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